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ORGANIZATION OF SISTER COMPANIES. 


THE proposed ALLIANCE Fire of Philadel- 
phia, to be backed by INsuRANCE CoMPANY OF 
NortH AmerIcA stockholders and to be op- 
erated in conjunction with that admirable cor- 
poration, calls attention to the possibilities of 
new companies of this character. No one 
gainsays the fact that there is a demand for 
fire insurance facilities in this country estab- 
lished on a substantial basis, backed by ample 
capital, and managed by competent under- 
writers. Promoters of new companies seeking 
untried capital, so to speak, find a hesitance 
on part of investors. Moneyed mer fear to 
purchase stock of a new company, because 
they want quick and ample returns. Some of 
the proposed new companies have not been 


fostered by underwriters of acknowledged 


standing. Almost all these attempts have 
failed in their ultimate object. 
It would seem that a profitable field is 


open for old established institutions to become 
the foster parents of new Their 
stockholders have had a long test of the 
ability of the management and can figure out 
whether the financial returns sat- 
isfactory. With the demand for more com- 
and with rates now at a_ profitable 
point, well footed corporations are in a posi- 
tion to operate in conjunction with their own 
plants other companies. Stockholders of these 
old companieg would not be called on to haz- 
ard an untried management or new policy. 
The organization of sister companies on a 
stock basis would be a solution of the present 
difficulties, and it occurs to us that the tend- 
ency is now in that direction rather than the 
formation of ‘underwriters’ agencies.” Out 
in the West the MitwAvuKeEe Fire is the run- 
ning mate of the MimwauKkrEe MECHANICS. 
WESTERN UNDERWRITERS ASSOCIATION is 
tered by the GerMan of Freeport. 
\MERICAN CENTRAL 
Boston. 
Home 


companies. 


have been 


panies 


The 
MERCANTILE of 
FuNpD operates the 
Other leading illus- 


has the 

The FirEMANsS 
Fire & Marine. 
trations are the CommerciAL UNton of Eng- 
land CommerctaL Union of New York and 
the PALATINE, all in one syndicate. The Lon- 
box & LANCASHIRE and the Ortent operate 
as a pair. The Hartrorp owns the CiTIzENs 
of St. The Nationat of Hartford 
Owns the MecuHanics & Trapers. The WEstT- 
British AMERICA and British AMERI- 
C\N of New York go together. The Norwicu 
Union has its INpeMNity, and the Puanix of 


Louis. 





London, the Peuican. The Royat has_ the 
Queen. The Burrato GerMANn and the Bur- 
FALO COMMERCIAL are sister companies. The 
Farmers & MercHANTS and the NEBRASKA 
UNDERWRITERS are owned by the same people 
The Nortu BritisH has its New York con- 
sort, as has the Liverroo. & Lonpon & GLobE. 
The Union of England has the Vicrorta. 

It is thus seen that the plan of managing 
stock companies in conjunction and operating 
them in pairs has assumed prominent propor- 
tions in this country, and we hope to see a 
continuance of the good work. 


Mclhian, 
would try on; 


There was a tall man named 
Who the life of a merchant 
‘To Oklahoma he went, 
Where his money he spent 
And his good looks he had to rely on. 


It was a severe shock when the last Insur- 
ance Post was received to note that it had be- 
come a yellow journal. We are satisfied that 
the printers played a dirty trick on our Char- 
ley when they ran in the bi-colored paper on 
him, Normally the Post has no “streak of 
yellow” in it, and we should greatly regret 
to have some ill-natured critic dub it “Hew- 
itt’s little pun’kin-colored coon.” 





Cc. C. WOODWORTH WILL WED. 

C. C. Woodworth, special agent of the Royal 
Exchange in Michigan and Indiana, who has 
just resigned his positfon, will spend the next 
two or three months on the Pacific Coast. He 
goes there as a bachelor, but Cupid whispers 
that he will return a benedict, the fair lady 
being Miss Marian Towne of Minneapolis, 
who is spending the winter in Califernia. Mr. 
Woodworth has not decided as to his future 
business connection. He may enter the Wood- 
worth-Hawley Company zgency at Buffalo, of 
which his father, C. H. Woodworth. is presi- 
dent. He has another offer that may be ac- 
cepted, but no definite arrangements have been 
made. 





GET AFTER THE PHYSICIANS DEFENSE COMPANY 

The attorney for the Illinois insurance de- 
partment has prepared a bill seeking to re- 
strain the Physicians Defense Company of Ft. 
Wayne, Ind., from operating in Illinois un- 
less it complies with the insurance laws. This 
company writes a physician’s liability contract, 
but claims there is no insurance feature to it. 
The same issue has come up ® several states 
regarding this company. 





Car.isLeE—E. G. Carlisle of Chicago, Cook 
County manager of the Springfield, a splendid 
adjuster, had a dose of his own medicine a 
few days ago. His youthful son was playing 
“office” in a clothes closet of the Carlisle 
castle in Evanston, anticipating the day when 
he would adjust losses for the Springfield. 
He wanted more light, and soon got it. The 
gas lighter ignited the whole wardrobe. Mir. 
Carlisle employed Joseph Fish to handle his 





loss. There was considerable smoke damage 
to kitchen utensils. In all the claim was 
$187.25. The following is the list of insur- 
ance: 
Springfield ... .$15,000 Dutch Und. ... $80,000 
EROGRO «2 osc ccce 13,000 Cook Co, Lloyds 300 
Niagara .....- 20,000 Citizens, Chic... 1,000 
a. Ww. MOE «a. 10 Protection Mut. 5,000 
London Lloyds. 300,000 

Ovratr.—Editor F. C. Oviatt of the Phila- 


delphia Intelligencer has an able article in 
the Annals of the American Academy of Polit- 
ical and Social Science on “Fire Insurance 
Expenses, Profits, Problems.” 





The International Fire Insurance Company 
has been. incorporated by Atlantic City men 
under the laws of West Virginia. 





John Luther Smith of Grand Rapids, gen- 
eral agent for the Phoenix Fire Appliance 
Company of New York and the Miller Chem- 
ical Engine Company of Chicago, met death 
in a wreck on the Pere Marquette road near 


Grand Rapids November 16. He leaves a 
widow. Burial was at Palmyra, N. Y.,. his 


former home, 





POWER OF ATTORNEY IS OF NO USE, 


Ohio Agents May Not Act as Agents or Advis- 
ers of Their Clients in Placing Insurance 
in Unauthorized Companies. 

Attorney-General Ellis of Ohio has ren- 
dered an opinion to the effect that agents may 
not solicit insurance for unauthorized com- 
panies either under the guise of advisers or 
as agents, through power of attorney, for 
their clients. Several unauthorized compa- 
nies in Chicago have been attempting to get 
business in this way. ‘They write agents to 
have clients send applications direct to the 
home office. Bills will be made out and sent 
to them for the premiums, and when remit- 
tance is received a commission will be sent to 
the agent. If it is necessary, they say, the 
agent may become the attorney for the assured 
Superintendent Vorys asked the opinion of the 
attorney-general and was assured that agents 
have no right whatever to solicit business 
for the companies, and may be punished, as 
the spirit of the law is broad enough to cover 
such technical excuses as the companies have 
framed up. Superintendent Vorys will prob- 
ably take active steps to stop the business 
these companies have begun to build up 





GRAHAM BECOMES SPECIAL AGENT. 


William A. Graham, chief examiner in the 
western department of the Germania Fire, has 
been appointed special agent of the North 
western Underwriters for Iowa, Kansas, Min- 
nesota, Nebraska and South Dakota. He will 
leave his present position about December 1. 
and then make his headquarters in Omaha. 





DE WITT TAKES HIS NEW JOB. 

Carroll L. De Witt of Indianapolis has now 
left the Glens Falls and last week came to Chi- 
cago to begin his new work as western general 
agent of the Newark Fire. Mr. De Witt ar- 
ranged for offices in the Y. M. C. A. building, 
taking quarters with H. W. Murray, special 
agent of the Aachen & Munich. Mr. De Witt 
has gone to the home office of the Newark and 
will shortly return to the West and begin 
active work for his company, He has plans 
for increasing its business and extending its 
influence in this part of the country. 





WILL BE THE AGENCY SUPERINTENDENT. 

D. W. Andrews, Michigan state agent of the 
Royal, who resigns to go with the newly or- 
ganized Michigan Commercial of Lansing, will 
have the title of superintendent of agents. 
“Danny” Andrews is well known in the field 
and he will be able to get in the best local 
offices. 





ADELPHIANS PAINT THE PIKE. 

The Adelphians, a club of up-to-date fire 
insurance men, took the World’s Fair by storm 
a few days ago and were voted the most torrid 
propositions that have strolled through the 
sacred precincts of the Pike. The “feed” was 


in the Missouri building, where P. F. Cameron 


held the ribbons. “Tom” Fekete, who was 
presented with a punch bowl! by this same 
gang when they met last in St, Louis, was 


the guide during the meanderings this year. 
He acquainted the tenderfeet with the sights. 


Henry Wattersen Carlisle is to handle the 
gavel now, and that old war-horse of the 
Providence Washington, S. D. Andrus, will 


chronicle the warlike proceedings of the guild. 





DAMAGE SUIT AGAINST RELIANCE LIFE. 


The Mutual Life of Illinois has begun a 
$100,000 damage suit in Chicago against the 
Reliance Life of The Mutual 
claims that the Reliance 
have been writing derogatory letters to agents 
of the former, claiming that the Chicago com- 
pany was about to go into the hands of a 
receiver and was on the financial shoals. It 
is alleged that after making such statements 
an attempt weuld be made to swing the Mu- 
tual Life’s agents to the Reliance. While no 
names are mentioned in the bill, the Mutual 
evidently points to its former president, George 
W. Riggs. who is now western superintendent 
of the Reliance. 


Pittsburg. 
representatives of 








6 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 





November 24, 1904. 








PRES. ALEXANDER’S PAPER 


DISCUSSION OF IMPORTANT QUESTION 





What the Equitable’s Executive Said at the 
International Congress of Arts and Sci- 
ences at the World’s Fair. 


“Do Governments and Law Makers Regard 
Life Insurance from the Right Point of View,” 
is the title of a paper contributed to the Inter- 
national Congress of Arts and Sciences by 
President J. W. Alexander of the Equitable 
Life of New York. ‘This congress met in 
St. Louis. President Alexander said: 

“Probably the greatest obstacle in the way 
of the accomplishment of the best results for 
the beneficiaries of the American life assur- 
ance institution is the popular delusion that it 
is a monster money-making scheme, to be 
harrassed and mulcted, and regarded in the 
same light as the huge proprietary industrial 
and financial corporations. So far from this 
being the rational view, life assurance is a 
purely altruistic and beneficent agency, accom- 
plishing on a grand scale what no legislation 
or municipal regulation could possibly effect. 
Instead of being balked and taxed, it should 
be encouraged and relieved, 

“The safeguarding of a system upon whose 
integrity and permanence so many millions 
depend, is, of course, of prime importance. But 
this safeguarding should not consist exclu- 
sively of ensuring honesty of management and 
conformity with sound principles on the part 
of the direction. These should and do have 
the attention of the lawful public authorities. 
It is also necessary that the system be secured 
from ignorant and meddlesome interference, 
and be exempt from prostrating exactions. 

“There are fifty-one state and territorial de- 
partments of insurance in this country, to each 
of which all the life assurance companies have 
to report, and which undertake, with greater 
or less skill and diligence, to supervise their 
condition and the conduct of their business. 
Every foreign country where these companies 
have transactions also has its supervisory sys- 
tem. So far as publicity is concerned, no 
financial institution exists whose affairs are 
so widely and thoroughly thrown open to in- 
spection. The safeguards to security, and the 
means of ascertaining the exact condition of 
each company, as to strength and manage- 
ment, are therefore adequate, if not indeed 
excessive. But there is a phase of this sub- 
ject which demands and should receive more 
active and intelligent attention than has been 
given it in the past. What is referred to is 
the need of protecting this useful institution 
against unwise legislation and injurious (al- 
though generally well meant) interference in 
the shape of vexatious supervision and med- 
dlesome outside control. 

* 

“The accumulated funds of the regular life 
assurance companies reporting to the State of 
New York, December 31, 1903, were over 
2,225,000,000 and the assurance in force in 
these same companies was Over $9,240,000,000. 
(In this total what is known as ‘industrial’ 
and ‘fraternal’ business is not included.) Al- 
most the whole of this has been rolled up 
during the last fifty years, besides over $3,200,- 
000,000 which has been paid out by these com- 
panies in the shape of matured policies, divi- 
dends of profits, and surrender values. 

“The national debt of the United States is 
$1,299,039,004. The capital of the Bank of 
England is £14,553,000, which at $4.86618 
would be $70,800,000. The combinetd capital 
of all the national and state banks in New 
York City is about $125,500,000. So that the 
importance of the life insurance business is 
relatively as well as absolutely very great. 


x *k * 
“When it is considered that the American 
life assurance companies are every year 


issuing additional policies to the extent of 
§1,900,000,000, excluding ‘industrial’ assurance, 
it will readily be seen that the volume of this 
business in the immediate future will be enor- 
mously increased. 

“The fact that the bulk of this business is 
transacted in this country without profit to 
those in control of it, makes it less conspicuous 
to investors, and the cause is consequently 
more or less neglected by the class of econo- 





mists who discuss in the public prints the 
large financial, industrial and transportation 
schemes which are the subject of constant 
manipulation for personal gain. It is never- 
theless a fact that this interest of life “assur- 
ance, both on account of its vastness and on 
account of its public uses, is more important 
than almost any other existing interest. 
* * * 

“Let sober students of economy reflect upon 
what the aims of the life asurance companies 
are. Are they rapacious, soulless corporations, 
preying on the public, sucking the blood of 
the people, wresting from them the fruits of 
their labors, using their great power and influ- 
ence for nefarious purposes—to crush out jus- 
tice and paralyze equity? Such are the 
charges frequently ‘made against what are 
called ‘trusts.’ There is no analogy whatever 
between the two systems. Life assurance—like 
the savings bank—-is for the gathering together 
and protection and wise distribution of the 
savings of the people; the savings bank is for 
the poor, whereas life assurance is for the 
rich and poor alike. The ‘industrial’ com- 
panies issue policies for very small amounts, 
and it is to be remembered that all the com- 
panies issue policies for $1,000 in vast num- 
bers, and to the young man a policy for $1,000 
represents an annual saving of only about $20. 
The life company gathers in money only to 
enable it to breed more money for its owners, 
and in investing it for that purpose it inci- 
dentally puts money in circulation in many 
ways for the enormous advantage of the pub- 
lic. Its final aim is to distribute this money 
to those to whom it belongs at the very mo- 
ment when it will be most needed; when it 
will protect estates and support the widow 
and the orphan and the aged. The American 
companies pay out over $225,000,000 annually 
in death claims, endowments, dividends, and 
other payments to policyholders; a constantly 
increasing amount. 

* 

“Let it not be forgotten that (with incon- 

siderable exceptions) the policyholders virtu- 
(Continued on Page 17.) 





They Would Be Thankful 
IF 











The Mutual, Equitable, New York Life and 
Prudential—If Thomas W. Lawson would 
quit writing magazine articles. 

Chicago Underwriters Association—If Frank 
Holmes weuld leave the city. 

Indianapolis Local Board—If they had not 
passed that belligerent resolution. 

Alfred James—If the Northwestern National 
could get all the preferred risks. 

Local Agents—If there was no conflagration 
charge. 

T. W. Eustis—If he could understand the 
Dean schedules. 

Governing Committee of the Union—If it 
could get companies to observe commissions in 
Iowa. 

Prudential 
defeated. 

Carroll De Witt—If the Newark Fire would 
open a western department. 

Life Insurance Company of Pennsylvania— 
If it could get another cadaver. 

Conrad Witkowsky-—-If no 
could talk at meetings. 

H. M. Coudrey of St. Louis—If he had been 
elected to Congress, 

H. H. Putnam—lIf 
would leave him alone. 

Mutual Life of Illinois—If George W. Riggs 
would “go away back and sit down.” 

Chicago Wildcats—If a dog had caught 
them before Wooldridge and his diamond pin 
got after them. 

Life Insurance Companies—If Luling’s road 
agent from Kansas would get mixed up in a 
train wreck. 

Holger de Roode—If he had another chance 
to talk at a memorial meeting. 

Title Guaranty & Trust Company—If it had 
not taken the Catholic Foresters bond. 

General Accident—If it could get more free 
advertising in insurance papers. 

Liability Companies—If Michigan had no 
reserve law. 





If Host of Wisconsin had been 


one but him 


the insurance papers 





POINTERS 2 


FOR LOCAL AGENTS, 














Much prominence has been given by recent 
court decisions to the fact that an agent can 
be held responsible if the company suffers 
loss through his failure to carry.out instruc- 
tions. The point has been established in every 
State where the question has reached the 
courts and should be borne in mind by any 
agent whose notions of fidelity and good 
business sense are not sufficient to cause strict 
compliance with instructions. There are some 
careless agents who think themselves safe 
because they have no property, but in many 
cases the destruction of their business would 
be as great a calamity as the payment of a 
money loss. Even where a company makes 
no attempt to recover, a costly breach of or- 
ders is usually a fatal blow to the reputation 
of an agency, as both companies and public 
lose confidence in a man whose carelessness is 
thus revealed. 


A reader sends in the following regarding 
agencies and graded commissions: 

“Agents should be graded, and- commission 
paid on account of qualities of agent. An 
agent who remits promptly, answers inquiries 
at once, keeps his company fully informed as 
to hazard, both moral and physical, declines 
all shady risks, and in fact treats his company 
as if he owned fifty-one per cent of its capital, 
should receive a higher commission than an 
agent who requires a visit by the special agent, 
with a threat to take up the supplies unless a 
change is made or payment on account is made 
before the special leaves town, and who is 
never regarded as truthful, especially in de- 
scribing character of hazard. The unworthy 
agent should be charged for these defects, and 
the opposite class should receive the benefit.” 


Gilbert W. Hand, Esq., writing in the Book- 
keeper Magazine on “Insurable Interest,” says 
among other things: ; 

“An insurable interest may be defined to 
be such a relationship to the subject matter 
of insurance that the loss or destruction of 
it would work pecuniary injury to the insured. 
If this relation exists, then a contract may 
lawfully be made that another indemnify 
the one having the interest in case of loss, 
It is necessary in getting a clear idea of insur- 
able interest that it be understood that every 
valid contract of insurance is a contract of 
indemnity, an agreement that for a sufficinet 
consideration another will protect against a 
loss that the happening of an uncertain event 
may occasion. ‘This interest is the basis of 
the contract and unless existing it will be 
classed as a wager and void. 

“The amount of insurance must not exceed 
the insurable interest. When there is such an 
excess the amount of the policy over the 
excess will be treated as a wager. The inter- 
est furnishes the measure of recovery when it 
can be ascertained. For this reason the 
amourit of the policy represents generally only 
a percentage of the actual interest. The 
wager idea is thereby guarded against. The 
companies also protect themselves by com- 
pelling the insured to carry a part of the risk. 
T he interest in the protection of the property 
is thus retained. 

“A further point to consider and the one 
perhaps of most practical value in a business 
way is that the insurable interest must re- 
main the same during the term of the insur- 
ance. It is true that no harm can come by 
increasing the interest, but in no case may it 
be legally decreased. A case recently before 
the Michigan Supreme Court (10 D. L. N 
862) calls attention that this rule be observed. 
A certain compeny owning a foundry took out 
a policy of insurance thereon and afterwar 
without the knowledge of the company car- 
rying the risk sold the foundry to another, 
who advanced one-half the purchase price of 
$20,000 and gave a note for the balance with 
the understanding that the title should not 
pass until full payment. In the meantime the 
property burned. The seller, in whose name 
the policy remained, sought to recover on thie 
strength of the legal title. 

: “A leading authority on this subject says: 
Any change in or transfer of the interest of 
the insured in the property, of a nature to 
have this effect, is in violation of the policy. 
The court in quoting the above said that ‘i¢ 
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equitable change of ownership made the policy 
void. The insured not having been given no- 
tice of the changed conditions was carrying 
a different risk than it assumed, and hence 
was not liable. 

“A wise public policy has declared the neces- 
sity that an insurable interest always exists. 
Although at one time recognized as valid, 
all kinds of wagers are now void as being 
against public policy, and since insurance is 
mere wagering on uncertain future events, 
unless founded on insurable interest, its im- 
portance cannot be overestimated.” 





ISSUE ON NATIONAL CHURCH MUTUAL. 


Kansas Insurance Department Secures Opinion 
from the Attorney-General and Threat- 
ens to Bring Proceedings. 


An issue has arisen between the National 
Church Mutual Fire of Chicago, which. writes 
Methodist church property, and the insurance 
department of Kansas over the authority of 
the company to write business in that State. 
It is not admitted to Kansas and Superin- 
tendent Luling of the department submitted 
the question of its authority to the attorney- 
general. Following his opinion, the superin- 
tendent states that he will proceed against any- 
one sending applications to any company that 
is not entitled to write business in the State. 

The attorney-general’s opinion is: 

“IT am in receipt of yours of a recent date 
in which you ask for an opinion from me as to 
whether or not it is a violation of the statutes 
of this State to take applications or be other- 
wise interested in procuring insurance on prop- 
erty in this State by an insurance company 
known as the National Mutual Church Insur- 
ance Company of Chicago. As I understand 
it, this company is organized under the laws 
of Illinois and is subject to the insurance de- 
partment of that State and has not been 
authorized to engage in business in this State. 
It employs no agents here and writes insur- 
ance only on churches and parsonages. The 
insurance is effected by someone interested 
here sending descriptions of property, appli- 
cations, etc., to the Chicago office, where the 
policy is written and then forwarded here. 
The claim is made that the business is all 
done in Chicago, and therefore the laws of 
Kansas cannot apply to the business. An ex- 
amination of the statutes of this State will 
disclose that section 3381 of the General Stat- 
utes of 1901 provides that any person forward- 
ing applications, descriptions of property or in 
any manner aiding or assisting such insurance 
company to write insurance on property in this 
State is guilty of violating said section. The 
claim that whereas the policy is written beyond 
the limits of this State and dues are payable 
there, writing insurance in this State is not 
doing business within the State, in my opinion 
is entirely untenable.” 





The Queen Insurance Company of 
America is one of the most popular com- 
panies for many reasons. Following are 
some of them. 

Its practice is free from vacillation, 
which makes an agent feel secure at all 
times, 

It is willing to look at business from 
the agent's standpoint and therefore has 
fewer misunderstandings with its local 
representatives. 

It has no long prohibited list which is as 
unalterable as the law of the Medes and 
Persians. 

It has no red tape in its general office 
and sends none to agents with its sup- 
plies. 

Its advertising matter gives prominence 
to the agent and is intended to help him 
get business. 

It adjusts its losses promptly and on 
such a basis as appeals to the claimant's 
sense of justice. 

Its assets are nearly six million dollars, 
making it one of the strongest companies 
in the United States. 

Agents wanted in every thriving city 
and town 

WESTERN DEPARTMENT, CHICAGO. 
r. 2. 


McGrecor, Manager. 





AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


PLANS IN CONFLAGRATION CHARGE. 


The governing committee of the Union has 
not issued notices of cities where the con- 
flagration charge is to be applied for some 
time. The first bunch of notices created such 
a furore that the committee evidently desires 
to dispose of its present difficulties before in- 
curring others. It has adopted a more diplo- 
matic policy and the plan is to send a com- 
mittee to the cities before the charge is pro- 
mulgated, in order to have the reason fully ex- 
plained and the issues discussed before so 
many protests are made. 

The Dean schedules have been adapted for 
use in the large cities and tests are being 
made. If they are found satisfactory they 
will likely be used instead of applying an 
independent conflagration charge, thus having 
the increase show in the regular schedule 
rates. The fire department and water supply 
deficiencies throw a city in a certain class, the 
basis rate being dec reased as these are im- 
proved to an extent entitling a city to go into 
a better class. The schedule makes charges 
for area, height, exposure, openings and un- 
protected windows, as well as other defects. 
Many underwriters feel this schedule can well 
be used in large cities and it will give logical 
rates. It will furnish results desired and re- 
lieve the companies of the uproar caused by 
the conflagration advance. 

++ 








++ 
HOLMES SUIT AGAIN CONTINUED. 

The hearing in the injunction secured by 
Frank F. Holmes against the Chicago Un- 
derwriters Association before Judge Brentano 
in Chicago has again been continued. Each 
side claims that the hearing so far given, 
which was confined to one day, was favorable 
to it. Judge Brentano inquired as to whether 
the county would suffer if the injunction 
were dissolved. He also made explicit in- 
quiry as to whether, after making his bid, Mr. 
Holmes cotld withdraw it or whether the 
$5co check would be forteited to the county. 
Mr. Holmes now is preparing a damage suit 
to be filed against members of the Chicago 
Underwriters Association, claiming that they 
conspired to rob him of his rightful commis- 
sions and profits on the county insurance, and 
also alleges that he has been otherwise dam- 
aged, the entire amount asked being $20,000. 
There is considerable bitter feeling engendered 


on account of this issue, both sides being 
pronounced in their sentiments. 
++ ++ 


HARTFORD OF NEW YORK STILL ACTIVE. 
The Hartford Fire is making strenuous ef- 
forts to put the fake Hartford Insurance Com- 


pany, Hartford building, New York, out of 
existence. The latter concern is still circu- 


larizing local agents all over the country and 
playing on the name of the well-known Con- 
necticut company. 


++ ++ 


GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE IN SESSION. 
The grievance committee of the Western 
Union was in session this week, taking up the 
issue with the Connecticut Fire, which is 
charged with having a reinsurance arrange- 


ment with a non-union company of Nebraska 
in violation of the commission rules. The 


of the Union is not in effect in lowa and hence 
the reinsurance of the business of non-union 
companies cannot be brought in question. 
++ 
ALIGNMENT OF NON-UNION COMPANIES. 
A feature in competition, brought about by 
the Western Unions system of graded com- 
missions and separation, is seen in some States 
by the keen competition among non-union 
companies themselves and the tendency for 
outside companies paying similar commissions 
to get together in the same agency. The strife 
for preferred business and the different de- 
grees of commission paid for it are the main 
causes for this alignment. One class of com- 
panies pays very high commissions for pre- 


++ 











ferred business, but demands that it be very 


company contends that the commission rule ° 





select and that they be kept off of all unde- 
sirable risks. Another class of companies pays 
contingent commissions and still another class 
is more conservative and follows pretty gen- 
erally the union scale. It is noted that 
when there is a mixed agency, if it may be 
so called, of non-union companies there is 
usually as much trouble as when one agency 
formerly housed both union and non-union 
companies. In some States this classification 
of non-union companies is becoming very 
marked in local agency circles. 

++ ++ 

BUILDING UP THE OLD BOARD. 

An attempt is being made by one or two 
members of the Chicago Underwriters Asso- 
ciation to get more managers to join the old 
Chicago Board of Underwriters, which main- 
tains the fire insurance patrol. Those who are 
interesting themselves in this move are largely 
identified with the Holmes contingent in the 
county insurance controversy. It is the gen- 
eral supposition that this element believes that 
if any disruption occurs in the Chicago Under- 
writers Association the Chicago board can 
take its place. This coterie is also gathering 
about it those who seem dissatisfied with the 
present organization and desire a new asso- 
ciation organized on somewhat different lines. 

ae ++ 
LABORATORIES TO HAVE NEW SITE. 

The Underwriters Laboratories, which has 
been located on the South Side in Chicago, has 
leased a site on Ohio Clair 
street on the North Side, a building will 


street near St. 


where 


be erected stritable for all purposes of the 
organization. The yard will be used for the 
testing apparatus which cannot be safely in- 
stalled in the building. 


+ ++ 


CRITICIZE ARMOUR & CO. IMPROVEMENTS. 

Some of the Chicago agents are inclined 
to criticize what appears to them to be an 
indifference as to improvements in Armour & 
Co.’s plant at the Stock Yards. Superintendent 
Goodwillie of the Chicago Underwriters As- 
sociation has gotten out a report showing the 
effects of the new schedule on the improving 
of property of packers. The agents who have 
read the report with some care think that 
Armour does not make the proper showing in 
comparison with the other packers. 





Western Underwriter 
Want Ads. 


One dollar for first insertion. 
5 cents for each subsequent insertion. 
Special rates on ten or more insertions. 











WE WANT to help build up your business. 
Have you just started in? Has your business 
run down? Have you competition? If you 
are planning a campaign in advertising, it will 
pay to consult us. The Royal Advertising 
Company, Ironton, Ohio. 

WAN TED—Two experience life men as 
managers. Our offer will get you. We also 
want some personal writers. The Washington 
policy is the contract to sell. Learn what we 
have to offer. Address E. A. Davis, State 
Manager, 514 Tribune Bldg., Chicago. 


WANTED—A young man connected with a 
prominent insurance department, desires to 
obtain a general agency for a surety, casualty, 
liability, accident or life company. Territory 
in Missouri, South or Southwest, preferred. 
Good recommendations, Address J. A. M., 
care THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER, 164 La Salle 
street, Chicago. 





~ INSURANCE BROKERS— An old stele 
lished firm in Chicago is desirous of buying up 
the business, large or small, of brokers con- 
templating retiring; communications confiden- 
tial. BROKERS, 3, care The Western Under- 
writer, 164 La Salle street, Chicago. 





WANTED-—Situation as special agent of a 
reputable fire insurance company by a young 


local agent with brains and ambition. Corre- 
spondence solicited. Address Special, Tr, 
care THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER, 164 La 


Salle street, Chicago. 
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OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA 


WILL PAY THE TAX UNDER PROTEST. 











Companies Receive Bills for Expenses of Fire 
Marshal Bureau, But Will Likely 
Contest the Law. 


Companies operating in Ohio are advised to 
pay the fire marshal tax under protest this 
year. Bills for this tax have been received 
and, in view of the fact that the law may be 
contested, the companies will, therefore, fol- 
low out the suggestion as to the payment of 
the tax. The companies feel that they have a 
good case and will have but little trouble in 
getting the fire marshal law declared uncon- 
stitutional. 

If the fire marshal’s office was conducted 
along proper lines and not used for political 
purposes the companies would freely con- 
tribute to the maintenance of the fire marshal 
system. ‘They regard it as an excellent thing 
when officered by competent and expert men 
who are not subject to the vagaries of politics. 

The insurance companies expected consider- 
ably more from the present governor of Ohio 
than a prostitution of the fire marshal’s office 
to the advancement of political ends. Gov- 
ernor Herrick has disappointed his admirers, 
and those in a position to know say that he 
has done nothing since taking office but en- 
deavor to build up a personal machine. It is 
not likely that he will see a second term in 
office. The experience of the fire insurance 
companies with him has been about the same 
as other corporations and citizens. The peo- 
ple desire to see the State of Ohio conducted 
along proper lines, and while appreciating 
political methods believe that they should 
be confined to their legitimate channels and 
not used to the detriment of those support- 
ing the state government and contributing to 
its revenues. 





CLEVELAND EXCHANGE DISCUSSIONS. 


At the meeting of the Cleveland Exchange 
Monday afternoon the rules for writing busi- 
ness under the plan of the Western Factory 
Association were discussed with a view to 
making them clear. Some other topics were 
taken up, but no definite decisions were an- 
nounced regarding any of them. 

++ ++ 


SPRINKLED RISKS REPORTED ON. 

Favorable reinspection reports have been 
made by the Cleveland Inspection Bureau on 
the following sprinkled risks: Cleveland Box 
Compary, Lamson & Sessions Company's nut 
and bolt works, Marquard Sash & Door Com- 
pany; Root & McBride, wholesale dry goods; 
Patterson-Sargeant paint works, Cleveland 
Store Fixture Company, Cleveland Faucet 
Company and W. J. Morgan & Co., lithograph 
building. 

++ ++ 
OHIO AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

Brit. Amer.—Orin W. Danart, Paulding; James 
W. Davis, Troy. 

Buff. Ger.—Florence E. Metheany, Galion. 

- ‘ontinental—The Tuttle-Warn Company, Paines- 
ville. 

Delaware—Walter F. Rawdon, 
Mackall & Co., East Liverpool. 

Fire Ass'n—.J. KE, Sawhill, Cleveland; 8. 
Thompson, Cadiz. 

German, Ill.—Tuttle-Warn Co., Painesville. 

Ger. Amer.—W. J. Peoples, Zanesville ; Adolphus 
G. White, Leipsic. 

Germania—Carey A. Greenamyer, Leetonia; M. 
Dwight Walker, Roseville; Joshua Sowers, Crooks- 
ville; Geo. W. W. Walker, Roseville; Austin G. 
Perrin, Greenspring. 

Hanover—James W. Davis, Troy. 


Geneva; P. V. 


Edwin 


Hartford—Jacob L. Hart, Gibsonburg. 
Indemnity—Peter John Magly & Son, Columbus. 
London—Stewart & Rundell, Norwalk. 


Mil. Mech.—-A. Williams, Greenwich. 

National Union—Theo. Purpus, New Bremen; 
Robt. K. Carson, Bucyrus; C. 8S. Westover, Alli- 
ance, 





H. S. WALBRIDGE & CO. 


Real Estate, Loans and Insurance 
LICENSED SURPLUS LINE AGENTS 
THE NASBY 


TOLEDO, OHIO 





Phenix, Ct.—E. E. Lowry, Bergholz. 

Reliance—Walter F. Rawdon, Geneva; P. V. 
Mackall & Co., East Liverpool. 

Royal—P. W. Dickey, St. Clairsville. 

Security, Ct—J. E. Sawhill, Cleveland. 

Traders—-Atwill & Witker, Toledo. 


++ ++ 
COMPANIES HOLD ALOOF. 

Some companies are holding aloof from the 
J. A. Fay & Egan Company plant at Cincin- 
nati, having in mind the adjustment of a loss 
in September, when Joseph Fish, who is per- 
sona non grata with companies, was engaged 
by the insured in connection with the loss, and 
a claim of $137,000 was made, which was 
finally settled for $45,000. Companies also 
recall the fact that the insured did not clean 
and oil the machinery and machine stock im- 
mediately after the fire, as requested to by 
the adjusters. 





WARNING GIVEN OF EXTRA HAZARD. 


Cleveland Inspection Bureau Points Out Pre- 
cautions to Be Taken Against Fire from 
Window Dressing and Holiday Rush. 


Manager C. H. Patton, of the Cleveland In- 
spection Bureau, has issued a circular letter, 
similar to the one issued about the holiday 
times for the last two years, warning mer- 
chants of the danger of electrical displays and 
windows largely made of cotton batting and 
other inflammable material. Mr. Patton calls 
particular attention to the condition in all poli- 
cies rendering them void if the hazard is in- 
creased by any means within the control and 
knowledge of the insured. Former attempts 
to prevent costly fires by this means were 
given much attention and it is believed this 
one will prove even more important in its re- 
sults, because of the training merchants have 
received. 

Among other things Manager Patton ad- 
vises that all merchants and employes of stores 
acquaint themselves with the fire apparatus in 
the house; attach no material to electric wires 
and keep everything away from the wires and 
globes; consult the bureau regarding changes 
in electrical apparatus; request customers to 
refrain from smoking in the stores; take par- 
ticular care in disposing of paper, paper boxes, 
packing material and rubbish ; inspect the entire 
building each evening after the store is closed 
and request the night watchman to make re- 
ports; keep stairways and landings free from 
stock and material and see that the bottoms 
of elevator shafts are kept clean; see that fire 
shutters and doors are in good order and 
closed at night, and in general keep premises 
in good condition, 





WATCHING CLEVELAND LUMBER DISTRICT. 

Owing to the several mysterious fires in 
Nicola Bros.’ lumber yard, at Cleveland, some 
of the companies are taking the benefit of the 
doubt and retiring. The Cleveland Inspection 
Bureau has made certain requirements of the 
lumbermen on the “Flats,” to be carried out 
by December t. Companies are waiting to see 
if the improvements suggested are complied 
with, and if not, there will be a general cur- 
tailing of lines in the various yards in the lum- 
ber district. 

+e +e 
CHANGE AT CHILLICOTHE. 

H. E. Streitenberger of Chillicothe has sold 
his agency to Le Roy Reid. The following 
companies are in the agency: Phcenix of Hart- 
ford, German American, American Central and 
London Assurance. Mr. Streitenberger will 
go South for his health. Mrr. Reid was in the 
dry goods business for many years. 

++ ++ 
LESSON AT CINCINNATI. 

The fire in Cincinnati on Sunday along 
Fourth and Main streets, came in just after 
the report was made on the fire department 
and water supply of the city and served to 
show the danger of the conflagration hazard in 
Cincinnati and the reasonableness of the in- 
surance companies’ demands for improvements 
in that city. The fire did not do as much 
damage as was first reported, but the pos- 
sibilities of a fire getting away from the de- 
partment were shown. It will probably have 





a good effect in suppressing some of the tur- 
bulent talk in Cincinnati. 





LITTLE INTEREST IN SURPLUS LAW. 


Agents Complain of the Great Amount of Red 
Tape Required in Placing Business 
Under the Law. 


There has not been much interest taken by 
local agents in the surplus line law passed by 
the last General Assembly of Ohio. There is 
so much “red tape” surrounding the placing of 
surplus business that the agents apparently 
do not think it worth while to take out a 
license. There are not many “surplus line” 
risks in Ohio, except possibly half a dozen de- 
partment stores in Cleveland and Cincinnati, 
some grain elevators at Toledo and certain 
rubber works and potteries at Akron. In other 
words, there are few risks large enough to ex- 
haust the capacity of admitted companies on 
good risks of their class. The only surplus 
lines are those risks on which companies carry 
only small lines or which refuse to pay the 
rate demanded by admitted companies. Such 
risks are no easier to place in good companies 
outside the State than in, and the surplus line 
law will not afford much relief. Outside 
brokers cannot solicit surplus lines in Ohio, as 
the law provides only for licenses to citizens of 
the State. 





MANY VALVE ALARI'IS ARE INSTALLED 


Cincinnati Sprinkled Risks Being Equipped 
With New Device to Show When Gate- 
Valves Are Tampered with. 


The National Automatic Fire Alarm Com- 
pany is now installing in Cincinnati a device 
of considerable importance to insurance com- 
panies carrying sprinkled risks. This is an 
alarm to show when the gate-valves control- 
ling the water supply are tampered with. 
Most sprinkler failures are due to a lack of 
water, usually owing to a closed valve, and 
this has depended heretofore on the human 
factor in the system. With a valve alarm, it 
is impossible for a careless or meddiesome 
employe to cut off the supply without the 
fact being known at once, and an inspector 
immediately visits the establishment to see 
that the equipment is restored to working 
order. The new device has been inspected 
and tested by competent underwriters, who 
hail it as a valuable reinforcement of the 
weakest point in a sprinkler system. The 
“flow” alarm, which calls out the fire depart- 
ment whenever a sprinkler head opens, is in 
general use in modern plants, but the valve 
alarm is said to be even more important. 
Cincinnati is the first place where it has been 
adopted, and there it has been in use only a 
few months, but it has already been installed 
by the following concerns: 

Taft power building, Eighth and’ Sycamore 
streets; Bering & Co., Sixth and Sycamore 
streets; B. Hey & Co,, 24 Broadway; Schmitt 
Show Case Company, 209 Main street; Wolf 
Bros. Shoe Company, 412 West Seventh 
street; I. V. Sutphin & Co., 935 West Fifth 
street; Reuhl Moulding Company, 1022 to 
1030 West Eighth street; Harkness, Cowing 


& Co., Fifth street and Eggleston avenue: 
O. Armleder & Co., Twelfth and Plum 
streets; Barnett Carriage Company, Rich- 


mond and Carr streets. It is also being in- 
stalled in other plants, and will probably be 
used in the great new B. & O. freight ware- 
house, which has twelve independent sprinkler 
sections. - 





QUESTIONS OF STUDEVANT’'S COMMISSIONS. 
The L. M. Studevant agency at Sidney 
bobs up again in connection with the pay- 
ment of graded commissions. Studevant of- 
fices in the same building with his former 
partner, W. M. Kinseed, one having offices 
on the upper and the other the lower floor. 
Agent Kingseed has non-affiliating companies 
Graded commissions were withdrawn from 


the Studevant agency some months ago, but 
he has recently taken up the fight again, al- 
though under present arrangement he does not 
appear likely to win out, as it is said there 
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has been a special ruling against the payment 
of other than a straight 15 percent commis- 
sion. Some companies think the relations of 
the ex-partners is too close to entitle Mr. 
Studevant to graded commissions. 
++ ++ 
ERIE COUNTY ELECTION. 

The Erie County Association of Local 
Agents held its annual banquet and election 
last week. The following officers were 
elected: President, Josh B. Davis; first vice- 
president, Charles Baetz ; second vice-president, 
Philip Buerkle; secretary, A, C. Lermann; 
treasurer, John A. Giedeman. 

++ ae 
MEIGS COUNTY ORGANIZED. 

Meigs county agents met at Pomeroy No- 
vember 15 and organized a county association, 
with stamping feature attached. The officers 
elected are as follows: A. W. Lee, Pomeroy, 
president; M. C. Hobart, Middleport, vice 
president; James M, Lyman, Pomeroy, secre 
tary and treasurer; executive committee, 
A. W. Lee, J. B. Downing, Jr., C. Ihle. The 
stamping office will become affective Decem- 
ber 1. Business has been quite unsatisfactory 
in Meigs county for a long time, and it is now 
hoped that the organization will clear up con- 
ditions in that vicinity and keep them so. 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 

Ed Gladfelter has opened an insurance office 
at Sebring. : 

New tariffs are opt for Spencer and Jackson- 
burg, W. Va. 

J. M. Sears of Cincinnati gets the 
agency of the Western of Pittsburg. 

The German of Freeport has retired from 
the Jaques agency at Ashtabula, Ohio. 

Marvel W. Wells, a local agent of Colum- 
bus Grove, Ohio, died suddenly last week. 

Tanneries in W. Va. have lately been in- 
spected and rerated by the Inspection Bureau. 

The Wheeling Stamping Company at Wheel- 
ing, Va., is being equipped with automatic 
sprinklers. ; 

Mayor Lynn Kirtland of Sistersville, W. 
Va., has lately taken the agency of the Phoenix 
of Hartford and Federal of New Jersey. 

Residents of the Fifth ward in Youngstown 
are demanding more protection. An engine- 
house is needed on the east end of Federal 
street. 


sole 


The executive committee of the West Vir- 
ginia Underwriters Association met in Blue- 
field, W. Va., last week for the purpose of 
placing that city under a stamping clerk. 

The Sherwin-Williams Company’s large 
sprinkled paint and color works, Cleveland, 
has been reinspected by the Western Factory 
Association and found in first-class condition. 

Charles Degman of Cincinnati has _ been 
arrested by deputy state fire marshals and 
admits having set fire to the saloon of John 
Fussinger to get even with him for kicking 
him out of the place. 

New rates are out for the Doyleston Mine, 
No. 1, of the Massillon & Elm Run Coal Com- 
pany, Card & Prosser’s “Porter” mine, and 
the Ohio Salt Company’s Wayne mine, No. 2, 
all located in Wayne County, Ohio. 

The next meeting of the West Virginia Un- 
derwriters Association will be held in Wheel- 
ing the last week in January. The electioi 
of officers and district committees will take 
place. A large attendance is anticipated. 
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UNDERWRITING IN MICHIGAN 


DISTURBING TENDENCIES ARE NOTED. 





Some Michigan Towns Show Signs of Bad 
Practices in Vogue—Kalamazoo May 
Be Shot to Pieces. 


Field. men who have recently visited man- 
agers in Chicago call attention to the tendency 
in the State to get away from good practices 
that have prevailed there for some time. 
There are strong indications that competition 
is bringing on more or less rate-cutting, 
especially in certain towns that have been held 
together by much difficulty. Points _ like 
Ithaca, ‘Traverse City, Allegan and some 
others are regarded with suspicion, but Kala- 
mazoo seems to be the bone of contention at 
the present time. A committee of — special 
agents visited the latter city a few days ago 
and read the riot act to the agents. They 
.were told that unless they got together and 
observed good practices the town would soon 
get in a demoralized condition. Kalamazoo 
has been a sore spot for some time, and in 
the opinion of a number of companies it needs 
a thorough house cleaning. 

The new rate book is out on Kalamazoo, 
and it is hoped the tariff will be adhered to. 
Some rates have been advanced, especially 
open stocks. Many estimates have been 
modified. 

It seems to be the plan of the companies 
to put this rate book in the hands of the locals. 
If they think the rates are too high and cut 
them the companies will make a 75 percent 
cut, 





URGED TO CARRY INSURANCE. 

At the recent meeting of the Grand Rapids 
Credit Men’s Association members were urged 
to impress upon the minds of their customers 
the necessity of carrying fire 
frequent 


insurance, as 
losses are experienced through the 
neglect of debtors to keep insured the goods 
which they have in stock. 


++ ++ 


MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Agricultural—Leslie J. Kinne, Owosso. 

American Central—Lou B. Winson, Reed City. 

Anchor—Chas. H. Meshew, Benton Harbor. 

Atlanta-Birm.—John 8S. Evans, Coldwater; I. 
W. Hagerman, Sturgis. 

Atlas—Fred O’Melay, Hillsdale. 

Com’! Union—Chas. E. Thompson, Bad Axe. 

Equitable—Frank O. Wickhans, Frankfort. 

Germania—Bert M. Fellows, Coldwater. 

Girard—Leslie J. Kinne, Owosso. 

IIanover—Cleophas Meileur, Ontanagon. 

L. & L. & G., N. Y.—International Land & In- 
vestment Co., Sault Ste. Marie. 

National, Pa.—W. F. Gibson, Detroit. 

North River—Wilson & Co., Port Huron. 

N. W. Nat’l—Leslie J. Kinne (succeeding E. E. 
Ilenderson), Owosso. 

Norwich Union—F. R. Davis, Northport; Ches- 
ter Allshouse, Sutton’s Bay; H. T. Glezen, Van- 


derbilt. 
Pruss. Nat'l—Leslie J. Kinne, Owosso. 
Scot. U. & N.—Chas. W. Bennett, Coldwater. 


Security, Md.—H. W. Hagerman, Sturgis. 
Star—Gillespie & Hibbell, Flint. 
Sun, Eng.—John B. McKibben, 


+4 ++ 


ITudson. 


ANOTHER FRIEDMAN SUIT. 

Another of the Friedman suits for insurance 
on stock destroyed in the old Luce block at 
Grand Rapids has been noticed for trial at the 
present term of the United States Circuit 
court. This time the Royal is defendant and 
by stipulation of counsel for both sides the 
greater part of the evidence introduced at 
former hearings will stand for this trial. The 
hearing, however, will be on an entirly new 
issue. 

++ ++ 
THE SOO TO HAVE AN ELECTRICAL ORDINANCE. 

The insurance agencies at Sault Ste. Marie 
have united in sending a petition to the com- 
mon council asking for a new ordinance under 
which all electrical wiring shall be done in 
business houses and residences, also for the 
appointment of an electrical inspector. It is 
urged that such measures properly enforced 
will prevent many fires in that city. The peti- 
tion recommends the adoption of such an ordi- 
natice as is now in force in Saginaw. The ordi- 
nance committee has the matter in hand and 





will make a favorable report at the next meet 
ing of the council. 
++ ++ 
COMPLAIN OF HARRIS AGENCY. 

Local agents in Houghton county are writ- 
ing their companies complaining of the agency 
of Thomas H. Harris at Lake Linden. The 
agents desire that Mr. Harris’s companies get 
him in line with the practices of the county 
association, 

++ ++ 

WANT CHANGE IN ELECTRICAL ORDINANCE. 

Twenty-three citizens of Saginaw have peti- 
tioned the city counci! to amend the electrical 
ordinance so as to provide an examining board 
before whom all candidates for the position of 
city electrician will have to appear and pass 
a required examination. ‘The petition is con 
sidered as aimed at City Electrician Joseph 
srow, as the petitioners claim they want a 
competent inspector, and say loss of property 
and life have resulted from bad wiring. 

++ a+ 

TRACTION COMPANY BLOCKADES STREETS. 

The fire chief at Jackson has entered com- 
plaint against the Jackson Consolidated Trac 
tion Company for blockading streets in the 
vicinity of the Cooper street extension of 
tracks. The streets are so badly choked up 
that should a blaze occur east of Cooper, in 
the vicinity of Argyle street and St. John’s 
Church, it would be difficult to reach it in time 
fo do any good. 

++ ++ 

MANY IMPROVEMENTS AT TRAVERSE CITY. 

The work of extending the water mains at 
Traverse City has been completed and nearly 
30,000 feet of pipe have been added. Streets in 
which extensions have been made are Front, 
South Union, East Eighth, Division, Ran- 
dolph, East and West Eleventh, and East 
Tenth, and all pipe will stand pressures of 180 
pounds and are six feet under ground. Thirty 
fire hydrants have been installed, 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 

The Hamilton Fire of New York has made 
application for admission to Michigan. 

Work on the new intake at the Escanaba 
waterworks is being delayed by quicksand. 

Clay E. Call of Petoskey, who some time 
ago withdrew from the firm of Call & Lilly, 
has re-entered the firm, which takes its old 
name. 

The village of Williamston is laying a six- 
inch main from the flour mill to the Pere Mar- 
quette depot for the purpose of better fire pro- 
tection. 

A fire alarm box has been placed at Gratiot 
avenue and Ballentine street, Port Huron, mak- 
ing fourteen now in the city. The average 
number in cities of similar size is forty-six. 

Inspector W. A. Graham of the Insurance 
Survey Bureau has just published a_ dia- 
gram of the properties of the Louisville & 
Southern Indiana Traction Company at New 
Albany and Glenwood Park 
near by. 


summer resort, 

The village council of Houghton has ac 
cepted the bid of the Gould Pump Company 
for pumping machinery for the new water- 
works. The equipment “includes two 220-volt 
40-horsepower electric motors attached to two 
pumps of capacity of half a million gallons 


THE NORTH RIVER 
INSURANGE CO. 


OF NEW YORK, N.Y. 


CAPITAL $350,000. ASSETS $1,175,723. 
Organized 1822. 


Astrong, reliable and progressive company, writing 
a general class of business. 

All losses adjusted and paid from the Detroit office. 

Agents wanted at all good points in Michigan and 


Wisconsin. 
W. B. BIERGE, Generai Agent, DETROIT, MICH, 
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STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


BLOOMINGTON 1S STRAIGHTENED OUT. 








Agents Promise To Be Good and Reorganize 
the Local Board—Rebating Has 
Been Prevalent. 


A committee of field men visited Bloom- 
ington last week and succeeded in getting the 
city in line. For some time there has been 
much complaint in the city as to rebating, it 
becoming so general that almost every agency 
was engaged in the practice and the public 
was being educated up to making demands 
for a rebate and securing it. The special 
agents talked the matter over with the locals 
and got them to reorganize their board. L. B. 
Thomas was elected president and John H. 
Wood secretary and treasurer. All the repre- 
sentative agents were preset and pledged 
themselves to live up to good practices. There 
are a number of small agencies in Blooming- 
ton, representing a company or so, that were 
not at the meeting, but they do not cut much 
figure in the business. 





DISCUSS IMPROVEMENTS AT QUINCY. 


City Council and Local Insurance Men Talk 
Over What Must Be Done to Remedy 
the Situation. 


The ordinance committee of the city council 
of Quincy met a few days ago to discuss the 
demands of the insurance companies. There 
were in attendance the corporation counsel, 
Inspector George C. Gill, J. H. Bastert, George 
Binkert, Frank M. Bishop and M. S. Orr, 
insurance agents and the superintendent of the 
waterworks, 

A local paper summed up the meeting as 
follows: 

“Then followed a discussion in which the 
insurance committee showed that while the 
fire department in the way of apparatus was 
up to the standard of cities in Quincy’s class, 
it lacked in men to man the apparatus. The 
fires at the Dazey home and the Tremont 
Hotel were cited. Mr. Bastert stated that the 
governing board did not insist on any more 
engine houses or apparatus, there being sufh- 
cient of both. 

“In conclusion Mr, Bastert made the state- 
ment that if the demands of the insurance 
people were complied with by the city the 
city would be raised from a fourth class to 
a third class city in the rating list of the 
governing board, which would mean a general 
saving all over the city of from $15,000 to 
$20,000 over present insurance rates. In this 
statement Mr. Bastert was hacked by In- 
spector Gill. At present the city pays insur- 
ance rates to the aggregate amount of about 
$140,000. 

“In conclusion it looks as if it is up to the 
city council to make arrangements for pro- 
viding an electrical inspector, ten additional 
men in the fire department, a 10-inch water 
main on Maine street and a new fire alarm 
system. When these improvements are made 
10 percent of the 20 percent increase in rates 
will be cut off. The other 10 percent will be 
cut off when property holders make improve- 
ments pointed out in the way of elevator 
shafts and in buildings opening up oz area- 
ways which are unprotected by meta! doors 
and shutters. In the meantime the conflagra- 
tion rates will be in full force and effect, even 
though Quincy is what is termed a safe, brick 
city.” 





ELEVATORS CALLING FOR INSURANCE. 

A few elevators are beginning to receive 
grain from the farmers and hence there is a 
demand for insurance. The rates on most of 
these elevators have been decreased and the 
special agents, therefore, think that the in- 
roads of the mutuals will be saved. 

++ ++ 
DEATH OF A VETERAN AGENT. 

Charles F. Herman, one of the veteran agents 
of Illinois, who established his agency in 
Springfield in 1848, died last Saturday even- 





ing. He had represented the Atna for about 
forty years, and until he lost the Home, a few 
years ago, he was its oldest agent in point of 
service in the State. During recent years 
Mr. Herman was in poor health, his daughter 
and his son-in-law, E. H. Turner, doing most 
of the work in the agency. 
te 


SITUATION AT LINCOLN. 

Special agents report that the situation in 
Lincoln is still very unsatisfactory. Both re- 
bating and rate-cutting are in vogue there, 
largely attributed to one of the non-union 
agencies. Some of the union companies say 
they are meeting this competition and do not 
intend to be driven out of the town. 





PETITION FROM THE QUINCY AGENTS. 


Ask That Charge for Confiagration Hazard Be 
Made To Take Effect Nov.'10—Com- 
plications Have Arisen. 


The Quincy local agents have sent a long 
printed explanation of the application of the 
conflagration charge on that city, the action 
of the local agents, the visit of representa- 
tives of the governing committee to Quincy, 
and so on. The new rate advance was to go 
into effect October 1. However, pending the 
adjustment of differences between the agenis 
and governing committee, several agents did 
not write their October renewals until after 
the first of the month. Some wrote them 
in September at the old rate. The agents 
received the final notice of the governing com- 
mittee as to its decision on Quincy on Novem- 
ber 10, notifying them that all policies written 
on and after October 1 must take the advance. 
The agents say that this is unfair, as the 
agents having written their October expira- 
tions in September at the old rate are per- 
mitted to allow them to stand, while those de- 
laying until after October 1 to ascertain the 
ultimatum are being required to get the 
charge. The agents say that in most cases 
the premium has been paid on this October 
business, and to attempt to collect an addi- 
tional premium would drive the business into 
other channels, as some policies have already 
been written at the old rate in September 
which are allowed to stand. The agents ask 
that companies write without the charge all 
policies up to November 10, when the final 
notice was received from the governing com- 
mittee. Most companies do not seem 
posed to grant the request. 


dis- 





HEARING ON BELLEVILLE CASES. 

On February 28 the Appellate court of 
Illinois will give a hearing in the anti-con- 
spiracy cases brought by the attorney-general 
against the companies that report through the 
compact office at Belleville, Il. The lower 
court decided ir favor of the companies, de- 
claring that they were not causing injury to 
the public by maintaining rates. The attorney- 
general took an appeal on the ground of error, 
asking for a rehearing. ‘ 


++ se 


LINE MAY GO TO MUTUALS. 

The focal agents at Springfield, Iil., are con- 
siderably stirred up over the line of the Ra- 
cine-Sattley Company, manufacturers of agri- 
cultural implements. This line is now in stock 
companies, but the impression seems to be that 
the mutuals will secure it unless the stock 
compatiies can make sufficient: concessions. 





Agents at Lockport, Ill., bewail the loss of 
their line on the Roman Catholic church. 
Policies were issued in the name of the Roman 
Catholic bishop of Chicago, but renewals were 
refused because agents would not divide com- 
missions “for the benefit of the church.” 





Montgomery & Funkhouser will represent 
the Michigan Commercial of Lansing in Chi- 
cago. It is now completing its organization. 





The recent decision in Nebraska which 
allows companies to reinsure in companies not 
admitted to the State, meets with general 


satisfaction, and allows the carrying of larger 
lines than heretofore, by scme. 





WEEK'S NEWS IN INDIANA. 


FIRE SHOWED THE POOR PROTECTION. 








Just When Indianapolis Wanted to Call the 
Insurance Companies, Fire Showed the 
Correctness of Their Contentions. 


A sub-committee of the governing commit- 
tee of the Union went to Indianapolis Tuesday 
to confer with the local agents, city officials 
and representatives of commercial bodies with 
regard to the 10 to 20 advance in rates in 
the conflagration district. 

Indianapolis thought it had a clear case of 
overcharging against the insurance companies, 
which contended that the fire protection of the 
city was inadequate. But on Thursday last 
the Meridian Methedist Episcopal church, the 
finest in the city, was almost totally destroyed 
near noonday and in the very heart of the 
city, two blocks from fire headquarters. So 
far as that building itself is concerned the 
destruction could scarcely have been worse if 
there had been no fire department. The fire 
started in the roof, the alarm was promptly 
given, but the department had no stream that 
would reach anywhere near the Hames at first. 
This difficulty was overcome as soon as steam- 
ers were connected with the plugs. 

A howl has gone up all over the city about 
the inadequate water pressure, thus sustaining 
the position of the insurance companies. ‘The 
fire department and water company accuse each 
other. The water company insists that the 
fire pressure was put on at the pumping sta- 
tion one minute after the alarm, and must have 
become manifest in the downtown district in 
about three minutes. Chief Coots of the de- 
partment says the pressure was very low for 
ten minutes; that of the two plugs first con- 
nected the more distant gave practically no 
pressure. The water company’s defense is that 
the water plug was not fully turned on. The 
company says, also, there was great delay on 
the depearment’s part in elevating the water 
tower. The pumping station force says that 
before the fire there was a pressure of 70 to 
75 pounds, which was immediately increased 
to 130. 

At the critical time when it would have 
been useful, the water gauge at fire head- 
quarters, which registers the pressure, was not 
in place. 

The department is being severely criticised 
for not putting engines in service at once in 
stead of depending upon city pressure, which 
has so often proved insufficient in emergen- 
cies, 

To what extent the sentiment of the local 
agents has been changed concerning the in- 
creased rates by the developments at the fire 
remained to be seen at the conference called 
for Tuesday in that city between them and 
the sub-committee of the governing committee 
The local agents held an all-afternoon meeting 
on Monday. The discussion there showed that 
while they admitted the stand of the companies 
was made stronger by the showing of the 
water company and fire department, there was 
not unanimity concerning the justice of the 
increase in rates insisted on by the companies 
Some of the most active agents in resisting the 
advance have, however, completely changed 
their attitude. 

The governing committee so far has not 
yielded a point in its controversy with the 
local agents. It refused to allow the policies 
written, “subject to rate,” as the agents de- 
sired and the pink slip with the extra charges 
is being put on all policies dated from Novem- 
ber 1. The committee has made it pretty plain 
to the Indianapolis agents and citizens that it 
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will be time to talk about reducing or taking 
off when the city has met the requirements of 
the companies with regard to adequate fire 
protection. As a result of daily sessions be- 
tween city officials and the water company 
since the fire, the company has agreed to 
begin at once the laying of a 36-inch main 
from the principal pumping station direct to 
the downtown district. It had been contem- 
plated to begin this work next spring. The 
city has also decided to begin this week making 
regular tests of the water pressure in all 
parts of the city and to keep a record of the 
results. 





IMPROVEMENT AT NORTH MANCHESTER. 


There is prospect of an improvement in ex- 
isting conditions at North Manchester, Ind. 
Under recommendation of Acting Secretary 
John Stone of the executive committee of the 
Indiana association, companies are instructing 
agents to send all daily reports and other data 
through the North Manchester stamping of- 
fice for three months, as a trial, to see if good 
practices will not prevail. The local agents 
have signified a willingness to “toe the mark.” 

++ ++ 
EQUIPPING BIG RISK. 

The American Hominy Company has con- 
tracted for a sprinkler equipment for the plant 
of the American Cerealing Company at In- 
dianapolis. A Manufacturers’ fire dry-pipe sys- 
tem will be installed, including outside sprink- 
lers, supplied by fire. pump and a _ 30,000- 
gallon gravity tank on a 100-foot structure in 
yard. The plant is now shut down, but will 
resume operations upon completion of the 
sprinkler system about March 1. Workmen are 
now on hand erecting the gravity tank trestle. 

ae at 
FIRE DEPARTMENT CRIPPLED. 

A $35,000 fire at the Foster Furniture Store, 
Lafayette, Ind., on Saturday, has _ seriously 
handicapped the fire department of that city. 
Six firemen were overcome by smoke or were 
injured and are in the hospitals, and others are 
sick at their homes, so that the city for the 
time being has an almost entirely new and 
“green” fire department. Fire Chief Harrison 
is reported in a critical condition. Stationary 
awnings were responsible for most of the in- 
juries. 

+4 +e 
HARD TO GET INSURANCE. 

The Indianapolis stockyards are having 
trouble in getting insurance. ‘Tests of the 
water pressure showed that the statie pressure 
was fifty pounds and the flowing pressure not 
more than twenty pounds, With more than 
one hydrant turned on the pressure was 
scarcely registered. There is no circuit in the 
stockyards mains. Under the conditions the 
stockyards would get no credit for water press- 
ure in their rate. 


++ > 


INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


tna—A, L. Ernst, Dana; Jesse K. Snyder, La- 
doga; Clarkson E. Newlin, Rockville. 

American, N. J.—C. M. Beldon, Crothersville ; 
I’. J. First, Shelburn. 

Delaware—Mrs. Jessie L. Monschein, Elkhart. 

German, Free.—Bennett & Hall, West Lebanon ; 
If. C. Adams, Williamsport. 

Germania—The Vincennes Agency Co., Vin- 
cennes. 

Girard—Hooper & Lenhart, Decatur. 

Hartford—Lex V. Deckard, Bloomfield; Church 
& Shaw, Elkhart; M. M. Cooper, Tippecanoa ; 
Richardson-Kothe Co., Indianapolis; Cyrus D. 
Harwood, St. Paul; Albert Egly, Berne; Charles 
M. Snepp, Macy. 

National Union—Homer Ansley, Indiana Har- 
bor; Rash & Rash, North Vernon; Vincennes 
Agency Co., Vincennes; Chas. W. Putnam, New 
\lbany. 

Norwich Union—A. E. Coen, Mecca; A. L. 
Ernst, Dana; Macy & Son, Liberty. 

Ohio Farmers—The Vincennes Agency Co., Vin- 
cennes. 

Phenix—F. N. Wycoff, Lebanon. 

Phila. Und.—R. L. Harrison, Knightstown. 

Phenix, Eng.—Elmer M. Frank, Jeffersonville. 

Reliance—Thomas Ansell, Elkhart. , 

Royal—A. Y. Stout, Upland; Charles Kitchin, 
Elwood. 





++ ++ 


ANOTHER SCHOOLHOUSE FIRE. 

The heating system in schoolhouses seems 
to be an ever-increasing hazard, as demon- 
strated a day or so ago at the new $20,000 
Eighth District School at Terre Haute. The 





building has just been completed and heat dis- 
tributing fans were not properly installed, 
owing to absence of proper inspection of the 
building before occupancy. The janitor in at- 
tempting to force the heat to the upper stories 
set fire to joists in the basement, which was 
checked by timely arrival of the department, 
entailing a loss of about $600. 
++ ++ 
INSPECTED TERRE HAUTE TRACTION PROPERTY. 
Inspector W. A. Graham of the Insurance 
Survey Bureau made a thorough inspection of 
the traction company property at Terre Haute, 
preparatory to an exhaustive report of traction 
lines in Indiana and Ohio. The bureau is mak- 
ing an heroic effort to determine cause of the 
heavy loss ratio on this class of business. 
++ ++ 
ONE POLICYHOLDER FAVORS ADVANCE. 
At least one policyholder in Indianapolis 
upholds the insurance companies in the recent 
advance in rates in the conflagration district 
of that city. He writes to one of the daily 
newspapers to say that property owners out- 
side of the business district have hitherto been 
compelled to make up to the companies for 
the losses which the latter have been paying 
to the “big fellows” downtown. Now, he 
says, the companies are trying to get the money 
where they lose it. 
++ +t 
LEGALITY OF RUBBER STAMP SIGNATURE. 
The latest at Indianapolis is the claim that 
local agents, in order to save the trouble of 
personally signing policies, are furnishing 
their policy writers with rubber stamp sig- 
natures, and the legality of the practice comes 
into question. If the policies are signed in 
good faith with a rubber stamp courts would 
undoubtedly hold them genuine. 





INDIANA NOTES. 

Laurence has been rerated. 

Stokes Bennett, one of the Evansville (Ind.) 
agents, has been seriously ill for several days. 

Albert Martin, an old citizen and insurance 
agent of Connersville, died of heart failure 
last week. 

W. E. Houk of the Hidden-Houk Insur- 
ance Agency of Terre Haute has been elected 
republican representative from Vigo county. 

Louis J. Geiss has resigned as a member of 
the county board of charities and correction 
at Fort Wayne and after January 1 will enter 
the insurance business. 

The largest amount ever paid by an insur- 
ance company for a loss in Henry County, 
Indiana, was that to the Chicago Steel Cont- 
pany, $33,700, on the destruction of its nail mill 
at Newcastle. 

The Western Rubber Company’s plant at 
Goshen, Ind., it is said, is being written 
blanket without average and 80 percent co- 
insurance clause, and the “drag net” is out 
among the companies, 

W. C. Holland, formerly inspector of the 
Terre Haute local board, is in that city secur- 
ing stock subscriptions for a company being 
organized in Indianapolis to place the Ludlow 
fire alarm on the market. 

The sprinkled plants of the Columbian 
Enameling Company, Bemis Bros. Bag Com- 
pany, Standard Wheel Company and the Terre 
Haute Paper Company at Terre Haute have 
been reinspected by the Western Factory As- 
sociation and equipment found operative. 





WISCONSIN NOTES. 


Troulson & Hauger have purchased the 
agency of W. T. Green at Orfordville, Wis. 
Mr. Green will give his attention to farming. 

Kewaskum, Wis., agents are wanting to 
know who has written the business of the 
Roscenheimer Malt & Grain Company at a cut 
rate. 

The Hanover has transferred one of its 
Milwaukee agencies from the C. W. Milbrath 
Company to Hilbert, Baerwald & Dawe Com- 
pany. 





A committee of the Union has _ been 
appointed to consider the subject of protection 
of street cars and car barns by the installation 
of automatic sprinklers, 





FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


MORE ABOUT JANESVILLE’S WIRING. 








The Gazette of That City Says No Attenticn 
Was Given to the Report of In- 
spector Boyd. 


The article in last week's issue of Thue 
WeEsTERN UNDERWRITER on electrical condi- 
tions in Janesville stirred things up in that 
city. The following day the Janesville Ga- 
zette reprinted the article and added further 
information to the’ extent of about half a 
column, which ought to be very profitable 
reading for business and other men in the 
Wisconsin city. The Gazette says in part: 

“The remarks will be of interest to the 
property owners of this city, as it is a fore- 
gone conclusion that if these defects exist and 
continue to be unremedied there will be a 
raise in insurance rates. 

“W. S. Boyd, electrical inspector for the 
National Board cf Fire Underwriters, who vis 
ited Janesville and made a report this fail, 
said that he was very much surprised to find 
the wiring in such poor condition. This re 
port was addressed to the city council of 
Janesville, but for some reason no attention 
was ever given it. He said: ‘The overhead 
wiring in your city needs very careful con- 
sideration. In many places signal wires pass 
over electric light and power wires without 
the installation of a proper guard equipment 
to prevent possible centact in case these wires 
should fail. Signal wires should be equipped 
where they enter buildings with a_ suitable 
protective device which will prevent serious 
damage in case accidental contact occurs be 
tween these conductors and those carrying a 
current of higher potential. This device 
should include high-tension fuses, sneak cur- 
rent protector, and lightning arrester, lo- 
cated as near as possible to the point of en 
trance to the building. 

“In a number of places pole lines pass in 
close proximity to buildings, which would pre 
vent efficient operation of the fire department 
when called to extinguish a fire of any mag- 
nitude in the higher buildings, as it would be 
come almost impossible to effectually throw 
water through windows which are partially 
screened by these heavy pole lines. ‘The suc 
cessful handing of ladders is also seriously in 
terfered with.’” 

The Gazette states that the fire chief, who, 
with the city attorney, framed the ordinance for 
putting wires underground, which was after 
ward repealed, has never retreated from his 
position in favor of underground wires. “The 
aldermen did the retreating. When it was a 
foregone conclusion that the ordinance would 
be repealed, no wise man would continue to 
butt his head against a stone wall.” It also 
states that the substitute for the repealed 
ordinance provides for the elevation of wires 
forty feet above ground instead of thirty-five, 
as at present, and that they will then inter- 
fere less with the work of firemen. 





GO BACK TO FLAT COMMISSIONS. 

The Hayner & Beers agency at Janesville, 
Wis., is being relegated to a 15 percent com- 
mission basis, as it is found, upon the testi- 
mony of the agents themselves, that they keep 
the supplies of non-union companies repre 
sented by Mr. Beers, Senior, who, ostensi- 
bly, has his office at his home. They also ad- 
mit doing some clerical work for the elder 
Beers occasionally, “just to help him out.” 

++ ++ 

ANTIGO WILL HAVE ELECTR CAL ORDINANCE. 

The city council of Antigo, Wis., has in- 
structed the city attorney to draft a suitable 
electrical inspection ordinance. It is thought 
the chief of the fire department will be named 
as inspector, and he is preparing himself for 
the appointment, being much interested in the 
work. Considerable improvement has _ been 
made in old and defective equipments, espe- 
cially in the residence district, but risks sur- 
veyed by the bureau inspector have been neg- 
lected, owing chiefly to the fact that the as- 
sured have not been provided with the neces- 
sary specifications for improvements through 
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the customary channel. The manager of the 
lighting company has promised immediate at- 
tention to serious defects noticed, especially 
improper fuse protection. 





OBJECTS TO CUT IN APPROPRIATION. 





Chief of Milwaukee Fire Department Is Stirred 
Up Over Report That Finance Committee 
Will Recommend a Reduction. 


Chief Hermann Meninger of the Milwaukee 
fire department is stirred up over a report 
that the finance committee of the city council 
is to recommend a reduction in the allow- 
ance for fire department for the ensuing year. 
The department had $500,coo this year, and 
the chief says that for 1905 he needs $30,000 


additional for new alarm boxes and forty 
substitute firemen. These substitutes would 
permit the present force.to have more time 


off duty, to which, he says, they are entitled. 
At the election last spring the people voted 
to authorize several bond issues, and the fire 
department still has $100,000 of bonds to its 
credit, to be used for extensions and improve- 
ments, which the present authorities do not 
seem inclined to issue, claiming that other 
improvements of greater importance should 
come first. 


Chief Meninger does not see it that way. 


There is little doubt that when the matter 
is finally adjusted the department will get 
a fair deal. The business men of Milwaukee 


feel a pardonable pride in the present effi- 
cient department, and are not likely to sym- 
pathize with any action that would tend to 
cripple it. 

The insurance companies contribute about 
$34,000 toward the department by a 2 per 
cent tax on premiums received, and in addi- 
tion maintain three insurance patrols at an 
expense of over $30,000 per annum. ‘These 
patrols are not maintained for any philan- 
thropic purpose, but to reduce the insurance 
loss, but, as a matter of fact, much uninsured 


property is saved and the men are always 
ready to assist the firemen in saving lives 


and property as occasion offers. 





FOND DU LAC ELECTRIC INSPECTOR. 

The Fond du Lac (Wis.) city council has 
appointed John O’Brien electrical inspector, 
as provided by the ordinance passed last 
March. Some of the taxpayers object to the 
appointment, owing to the increased expense. 
The city has been provided with a good ordi- 
nance for several years, but no effort has been 
made to enforce it. Present inspector has 
been inspecting with the bureau inspector, in 
connection with general construction work, 
and will be able to pass upon the ordinary 
equipments which will be submitted for ap- 
proval. 

++ at 


WISCONSIN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


American, N. J.—G. L. 
Atlanta-Birm.—J. 
Frank L. Chartier. 
Camden—Harry 
Connecticut—0O. C. 
Continental—-George W. 
Delaware—-William F. 
Sargent, Ripon, 
Ger. Amer.—Chester R. 
Home—R. M. Trestrail, 
Dodgeville; D. W. Maloney, 


Gunderson, Iola. 

Henry Harbeck, Appleton; 
Wausau. 
J. Masters, 
Jenks, 


Sparta. 
Racine. 
Horn, Sharon. 
Winsor, Mauston; Bert 
Case, Knapp. 
Elroy: C. H. 


Taylor, 
Glen Flora. 


Lon. & Lan.—-Roger L. Merrill, Milwaukee. 

Metropolitan hie Schroeder, Milwaukee. 

National, Ct.—I. N. Nightingale, Crandon: Fred 
A. & Michael G. Eber lein, Shawano; E. M. Elliott, 
Spooner. 

National Union—tHarry J. Masters, Sparta. 

N. B. & M., Eng.—Miss Carrie M. Gibson, Mil- 


waukee. 
Northwestern F. 

Menomonie. 
N. W. Nat'l 
North River 


& M.—McCarthy & Swenson, 
Christian F. Klein, 
Joseph Ripezinski, 
Rk. & Harry R. Allen, Merrill; James A. Smith, 
Eau Claire; Jonathan 8S. Bilis & Arthur L. Dun- 
das, Ashland; Fred W. Baker, Marinette: Frank 
Damkoehler, Milwaukee; Herman J. Strauss, 
Watertown; Moses J. Downey, Portage: William 
J. Fries, La Crosse; William Wright, Jefferson ; 
Jerrard & Lenroot, Superior: J. D. Carr, Oshkesh. 

Phenix—Oftelie & Severson, Stoughton; F. B. 
Cronk, Madison; Llewellyn Cole, Clintonville: 
R. E. Gierhart, Argyle. 

Reliance—Bert Sargent, Ripon. 

Security, Md.—Fred G. Rossmann, Merrill: 
Frank E. Chartier, Wausau; Wm. J. Shumway, 
Stevens Point; Taylor & Seott, Grand Rapids. 

Star—Charles Cherney, Green Bay; Morgan & 
Axelberg, Washburn. 

Union, Pa.—William E. Walker, La Crosse. 

Westchester—Charies FE. Nelson, Waukesha; 
Oftelie & Severson, Stoughton. 


La Crosse 
Wausau; Henry 





Mayville Mut.—R. A. Kalbskopff. Marshfield ; 
J. W. Winkenwerder, Appleton; William Nuss- 
baum, New London; E. N. Bowers, Rice Lake. 

Sheboygan Falls Mut.—R. H. Mann, Sturgeon 
Bay. 

++ ++ 
FLOATER CLAUSE BOBS UP. 
The objectionable “floater clause” reap- 


pears, this time at Superior, Wis., where the 
Williams & Peters agency has covered anthra- 
cite coal on the Pittsburg Coal Company’s 
Dock No. 5, at Allouez Bay, with the follow- 
ing clause: 

“In the application of apportionment clause 
(lines 102 to 106, inclusive, of Standard policy) 
any excess floating policies held by the as- 
sured are not to be considered as contributing 
insurance.” 

Objection is made on the part of companies 
because this clause, to a certain degree, neu- 
tralizes the reduced rate clause and, in event 
of loss, the assured may exhaust the specific 
policies before making their floating insurance 
contribute. 

++ ++ 
ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT AT MERRILL. 

At Merrill, 
by municipal 
proper 


Wis., no action has been taken 
authorities to provide for the 
supervision of electric wiring. ‘The 
new mayor and chairman of the fire committee 
are much interested, and the latter will, after 
consulting with the chief of fire department, 
introduce a suitable ordinance. It is thought 
that the fire chief will be made inspector. In- 
side wiring standard has improved, but over- 
head work is in poor condition and needs over- 
hauling. Some interference with the work of 
the fire department has been noticed, due to 
present arrangement of pole lines and service 
wires, 
+e ++ 

WAUSAU PASSES ELECTRICAL ORDINANCE. 

At Wausau the ordinance providing for the 
appointment of an electrical inspector has 
passed the city council and will receive the 
approval of the mayor. The inspector, in ad- 
dition to supervising electric wiring, will have 
charge of the fire alarm system and _ street 
lighting equipment being installed. Overhead 
conductors are operated in a dangerous con- 
dition and several cable boxes belonging to 
the telephone company have been ignited 
through crosses with light and power wires. 
Apparently no attempt has been made to se- 
cure safety. Inside wiring standard has im- 
proved, but not yet perfect. There will be 
no interference with the inspector by the light- 
ing company, as it is not in good odor with 
the city council. Regret is expressed that the 
inspection work will not be under the super- 
vision of the chief engineer of the fire de- 
partment, but municipal affairs are so con- 
ducted in Wausau that any attempt to appoint 
an incompetent official will be resented by the 
voters, 





GENERAL WESTERN NOTBS. 
Mo., has been rerated. 

New tariffs are out for Mentor, Park River 
and Borup, Minn. 

The rate books have been issued for Bow- 
bells, Flaxton, Wales and Richardton, N. D. 

The Iowa Association of Co-Operative Mu- 
tuals desires a law passed requiring every 
traction engine to carry two chemical fire ex- 
tinguishers. 


Morehouse, 


Complaint still comes from the agents of 
the Hartford Fire that the fake Hartford of 
New York is flooding Missouri with circulars, 
literature and blotters. 

A disastrous fire causing about $20,000 dam- 
ages occurred this week at DeWitt, Mo. 
This small town has been noted for its numer- 
ous fires, some of which are thought to be of 
incendiary origin. 

The Iowa Mutual Insurance Association has 
changed its name to the Iowa Association of 
Co-operative Mutual Insurance Companies, in 
order that it may not be confounded with the 
Jowa State Mutual. 

Bedford & Glenny, insurance agents at Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, have dissolved partnership, C. W. 
Bedford continuing the business alone and 
Mr. Glenny will devote his time to the Hud- 
son Lumber Company, of which he is manager. 











THE WEST AND NORTHWEST 


FEATURES OF MINNEAPOLIS MERGER. 








Five Agencies Get Together Representing 
Twenty-seven Companies to Reduce Ex- 
penses and Stimulate Business Getting 


In last week’s issue the visit of representa- 
tives of five Minneapolis agencies to Chicago 
was chronicled and it was stated that an effort 
was being made to unite these interests to 
bring about an economy in management. The 
agents had worked out a plan that seemed 
satisfactory to themselves and they desired 
to consult with the managers of companies and 
get their approval. The agents visited their 
managers individually and then held a meeting 
at which all interests were present. The 
agencies are the Minneapolis Trust Company, 
E. M. Christian, A. L. Belknap, Alexander 
Campbell, Thorpe Bros. & Armitage. 

The managers after considering all the 
phases of the proposed syndicate came to the 
conclusion that the various interests could 
unite and work in harmony and hence gave 
their approval. These agencies, therefore, will 
operate after January 1 through a single office 
and one set of employes. It will probably be 
called the Minneapolis Insurance Agency. A 


competent .inspector will be employed and 
much money will be saved through this 
method of management. The agencies will 


retain their identity so far as securing licenses 
of companies are concerned and carrying on 
the correspondence with the general and home 
offices of companies. 

There will be twenty-seven companies repre- 
sented as follows: L. & L. G, New York 
Underwriters, Springfield, Detroit, Hartford, 
North America, Atlas, Philadelphia Under- 
writers, Phoenix of Hartford, Commercial 
Union, Phenix of Brooklyn, Pennsylvania, 
Citizens, North British, National of Hartford, 
National of Ireland, Queen, Scottish Union & 
National, Norwich Union, Aachen & Munich, 
Caledonian, Firemans Fund, Law, Union & 
Crown, State of England, Union of England, 
German American and Royal. It will be seen 
that the agency will be a union one. Mr. Belk- 
nap will give up the Firemens of New Jersey, 
a non-union company. The firm of Christian 
& Wagner is dissolved, F. H. Wagner taking 
the non-union companies. The new agency 
will be the largest one in the country in a city 
of the size of Minneapolis. It will control 
over 50 percent of the premiums in that city. 

The other agents are somewhat discon- 
certed at this move, feeling that this agency 
can take care of almost any line that is offered 
and the rest will be cut off from exchange 
business. No doubt there will be considerable 
opposition on part of the other offices. Com- 
panies in other agencies watched with interest 
the negotiations and are wondering how it will 
effect their business. 

The amalgamation will afford more time for 
the active members of the firin to attend to 
outside business, both in soliciting and taking 
care of lines. This means that competition on 
various lines will be eliminated among these 
five agencies, each man being able to devote 
himself to certain prospects which are his ex- 
clusively, his only competition being the other 
agencies. It will also tend to reduce the prac 
tice of rebating which has been prevalent in 
Minneapolis for a long time. 





DES MOINES MUTUALS WILL NOT JOIN. 

Des Moines mutual companies writing tor- 
nado insurance have declined.to enter an or- 
ganization of such companies proposed to cover 
the entire United States for the purpose of 
controlling rates and practices. Iowa has 
twenty-three home mutual companies, of whic! 
three, the Iowa Mutual Tornado, Cyclone & 
Windstorm, the Mutual Windstorm Insurance 
Association of Iowa and the Merchants Tor- 
nado Mutual Insurance Company, have head- 
quarters in Des Moines. To the letters from 
the eastern companies urging the Iowa comi- 
panies to enter the organization, the Iowa 


companies have replied generally that their 
tornado business is usually simply added to the 
fire insurance, and special premiums collected, 
and the writing has been governed by the 
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same regulations ‘as govern fire policies, and 
thus far there is little chance of their being 
induced to enter such an agreement. 





PROPOSED OKLAHOMA LEGISLATION. 


Would Put Wildcats Out of Business—Enact- 
ment Proposed to Change System of Taxa- 
tion and Burden Companies More Heavily. 


There is a great deal of talk in Oklahoma 
about the revision of the laws of the territory 
at the coming session of the territorial legisla- 
ture and insurance revision occupies a promi- 
nent place in the discussion. It is claimed that 
the insurance laws will be so amended as to 
operate more stringently and successfully 
against clandestine and wildcat companies now 
doing a land-office business in the territory. 
lhere is no present law that will stop the 
operations of these fakes, and there is a great 
demand for such protective legislation. 

Another bill contemplated, which it will be- 
hoove the companies to watch, is one changing 
the taxation system of insurance companies. 
Under the present law the companies pay taxes 
by towns and counties, and this tax aggregated 
about $20,000 last year. An effort will be 
made to pass a law compelling the companies 
to pay their taxes direct to the territorial treas- 
ury, and under its provisions fire companies 
will be required to pay 5 percent tax on all 
premiums and life and casualty companies 
2 percent. It is claimed this wil! raise the 
amount paid by the companies to $50,000, 





DUBUQUE AGENCIES STILL BALKING. 


Refuse to Adopt the New Rate-—Field Commit- 
tee Finds It Has Not Accom- 
plished Anything. 





The field committee that visited Dubuque 
has not been able to secure a correction of 
agency practices in that city as regard to rates. 
The local agents object to some of the new 
rates that have been promulgated, alleging 
that they are unjust. ‘Therefore, they have 
taken the rates in the new book that are lower 
than those in the old and kept those in the old 
book which are lower than those in the new. 
The special agents have been desirous of get- 
ting the local agents to adopt the new rates, 
stating that these were made by approved 
schedules. The local agents do not see it that 
way and so far refuse to accede to the re- 
quest of the field committee. 





MINNESOTA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
Amer. Cent.—E. A. Beeman, St. Louis Park. 
Delaware—F. G. Sasse, Fairmont. 

German, Ill.—B. 8S. Covell, Atwater; P. M. Sur- 
rier, Holland. 

Ger. Amer.—T. R. Johnson, Cannon Falls. 

Globe & Rutgers—H. F. Leonard, Mankato; 
J. E. MeGovern, Rochester: Adolph Meile, New 
Ulm; Basford & Frost, Winona. 

Hamburg-Bremen—Smith, Staples, Robertson 
Agency, Stillwater. 

Hartord—James B. Hove, Carlos. 

Indemnity—H. L. Keiler, Crookston. 

Mercantile—Smith, Staples, Robertson Agency, 
Stillwater. 

National Union—Jamieson & Huss, Minneapolis. 

Northwestern F. & M.—S. M. Ash, Delano; 
« KF. Rausch, Jordan; Charles Foss, Minne- 
apolis; George McDonna, Parker's Prairie. 

Norwich Union—H. N. Harding, Cass Lake. 

Orient—R. R. Dunn, St. Paul. 

Phenix, Conn.—W. H. Ellwood, Pine River; A. 
Jacobson, Ringbo; H. N. Harding, Cass Lake. 

Roch. Ger.—F. J. Duffy, East Grand Forks. 

Security, Md.—T. A. Jamieson, *‘inneapolis. 

Sun, Eng.—John P. Green, Albert Lea 

United Firemens—Smith, Staples, Robertson 
Agency, Stillwater. 

United Und.—T. A. Jamieson, Minneapolis. 

Westchester—Smith, Staples, Robertson Agency, 
Stillwater, L. J. Rocholl, St. Cloud; L. A. & F, H. 
Brown, Albert Lea. 


te ++ 
PRESSURE WAS ADEQUATE. 

The claim was made by some that the water 
pressure was insufficient at the World’s Fair 
ground in St. Louis last Saturday, when the 
Missouri building was destroyed. The claim 
is unfounded. The register at the pumping 
Station shows a pressure of from 140 to 150 
pounds, and was sufficient to throw a stream 
over the dome of the building 50 feet high. 

One or two of the city companies that re- 
sponded to the alarm connected with the low- 
pressure plugs and could not throw the stream 








high enough, The high pressure plugs, how- 
ever, furnished ample pressure. In fact, the 
pressure was so strong that it required six 
firemen to hold the nozzle, and the stream shot 
clear through the plastering on the building. 
The response by the department was prompt 
and the fire admirably handled. 

++ ++ 


COMPANIES OBJECT. 

The city authorities of Campbell, Mo., at 
their wits’ end to provide revenue to take the 
place of that lost to them last summer by the 
closing up of all saloons, the result of a local 
option election, have imposed upon the insur- 
ance companies an annual license tax of $11.50 
per company, and hope to swell the municipal 
receipts sufficiently to make good the deficit, 
also help pay for the installation of a new 
electric lighting plant. However, the compa- 
nies offer a rebuttal and threaten to pull out 
of the town unless the unjust tax is repealed. 





COINSURANCE IS MADE COMPULSORY. 


Ten Times Regular Rate Will Be Charged at 
St. Louis for Absence of Coinsurance 
Clause in Tornado Policies. 


The Waterworth bureau-in St. Louis has 
advised local agents that hereafter in all cases 
where a 50 percent coinsurance clause is not 
inserted in the policies on tornado risks a rate 
ten times the regular charge will be applied. 
This action is aimed at agents who have 
omitted the coinsurance clause upon the re- 
quest of the insured on payment of an addi- 
tional rate. A large amount of this kind of 
tornado business has been written in St. Louis 
and the owners have always preferred to pay 
one-half of I percent more premium and have 
the coinsurance clause stricken out, rather 
than carry the increased amount of insur- 
ance. The St. Louis agents discovered by 
this arrangement they could accommodate 
their patrons. This practice will now be com- 
pletely stopped. One important question set- 
tled by the new ruling is that the companies 
take the position that the coinsurance clause 
in Missouri will apply equally as well to tor- 
nado as to fire business. The courts of the 
State have never decided the question, but the 
omission of specific mentioning in the coinsur- 
ance law of tornado business is taken by the 
companies as grounds for their action. 





WANT TO FIND THE INCENDIARY. 


The various fires in the University of Min- 
nesota and Minneapolis have caused consid- 
erable comment, and the National Board has 
offered a reward for the arrest and conviction 
of the incendiaries. Some of the citizens be- 
lieve that children are responsible for the 
fires. 

++ +t 

WILL KEEP UP PROTECTION TILL MARCH 1. 

The fire protection at the World’s Fair will 
be maintained for at least three months after 
its closing. The high-pressure system will be 
kept up until March 1; four or five engine 
companies will be retained on the grounds, 
and the grounds will be thoroughly policed. 
It is thought by March 1 all the exhibits will 
be removed. Most of the insurance on ex- 
hibits ceases December 1. However, the Fair 
ee carries salvage insurance to the ex- 
tent of $500,000 on the buildings. 

++ ++ 
MISSOURI AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

Aitna—Henry B. Boyd, Sarcoxie; W. R. Hollo- 
way, Kirksville. 

American, N. J.—W. E. Englemann, Dunnegan ; 
La Rue Reading, Lowry City; W. R. Dalton, 
Wentzville. 

Amer. Cent.—Frank 8S. Huey, Eureka. 

Citizens—Fleming D. Harrison, Versailles. 

Hartford—Philip G. Wild, Spickard; Kohlbusch 
& Ran, Hartsburg. 

Home—Wm. R. Holloway, Kirksville; J. H. & 
F. H. Jarnagin, Aldrich; Chas. H. Payson, Ma- 
con. 

Iowa State Mut.—F. EB. Reed, Palmyra; Frank 
Clark, Lawson; D. R. Houck, Rockville; J. P. 
we ag! ey H. H. Burnham, Creighton. 

L. & G.—Joseph F. Sears, "La Plata; James 
0. Wallace Camero: 

Mich. Millers Mut. :—~fitean, Norris, Cubb & Ford, 
meoeee City. 

N. W. Nat’l—I. S. Dankers, Corning; A. C. 
Gladney, Moberly; W. H. Richards, Oregon. 
Pelican—Helm & McRorey, Elcelsior Springs. 





Phenix—Geo. U. Freund, Cole Camp; Chas. H. 
Payson, Macon. 

Star—W. D. Summers, Harrisonville; W. 8. 
Gardiner, Campbell; Thos. 8, Raney, Golden City ; 
B. J. Creech, Troy; J. W. Allen, Mountain Grove ; 
L. J. Tompkins, Winona; John J. Rogers, Kennett ; 
La Rue Reading, Lowry City; D. M. Rush, Buffalo ; 
N. L. Hume, Monroe City; H. 8S. Whitener, Flat 
River: J. G. Branstetter, Lebanon; J. H. Phillips, 
Thayer. 





DES MOINES SECURES CONCESSIONS. 


Governing Committee of the Union Agrees to 
Postpone Time Putting in Part 
of the Rate Advance. 





The committee of business men who visited 
the governing committee of the Western Union 
in Chicago last week to secure an extension 
of time before the proposed advance in rates 
is imposed got everything they went for and 
returned to Des Moines highly satisfied. 

Des Moines is the only city which has re- 
ceived so many concessions at the hands of 
the governing committee. Besides the elimina 
tion of one or two of the demands made by 
the companies for improvements there is an 
extension of the time until April 1 for the 
city to meet the demands with regard to im- 
provements in the fire department, and until 
June 1 on the improvement in water supply 
and street mains. The 5 percent advance for 
vertical openings unexposed and 5 percent for 
lack of fireproof shutter equipment will re- 
main with the business men and owners of 
property. ‘The committee succeeded in show- 
ing the insurance companies that Des Moines 
has made steady improvement in her fire 
equipment since 1901, when Inspector S. H. 
Lockett made recommendations along the line 
of his recent ones, and this created a favor- 
able impression with the committee. 

The committee of business men was com- 
posed of J. G. Olmsted, Harry West and E. ( 
Hunter, and they were accompanied by W. V. 
Willcox, H. H. Lantz and Frank Rice of the 
insurance fraternity. 





COMMISSIONS IN INDIAN TERRITORY. 





Graded System May Be Introduced and the 
Separator Applied—Union Field 
Men Favor It. 


There is a movement on foot among union 
companies to begin the graded commission 
system in Indian Territory and apply the sep- 
arator. Indian Territory is now on a I5 per- 
cent basis, the same as all other union ter- 
ritory before the graded commission system 
came in vogue. ‘The special agents in the 
field club have voted in favor of graded com- 
missions and the union members are now 
taking up the subject and voting on it. Sev- 
eral non-union companies have entered the ter- 
ritory, and the feeling is that they are getting 
the best business by paying more than 15 
percent commissions and securing an easy 
berth in union offices. Most of the managers 
seem to be in favor of establishing graded 
commissions in that field. 





BASIS OF NEBRASKA TAXATION. 

Under the decision of the Supreme court of 
Nebraska the companies will return to the 
old system of taxation where the basis of tax- 
ation is the annual receipts. Heretofore re- 
turn premiums, losses and expenses have been 
deducted from the gross premiums. Com- 
panies are now notified that only return pre- 
miums can be taken off. 

++ ++ 
MUTUALS WILL ALSO RAISE RATES. 


If the proposed conflagration hazard for a 
number of Iowa cities is enforced by the old 
line companies, the mutual associations of 
Iowa will advance their rates in the same pro- 
portion and write business at uniform rates 
with their old-line competitors as at present. 
This was set down by James A. Swallow, pres- 
ident of the Iowa Mutual Insurance Associa- 
tion, which held its twenty-fourth annual con- 
vention in Des Moines during the past week. 
The reports at this meeting show that the 
past year has been the most profitable in its 
history. Risks amounting to $107,000,000 were 
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written during the year. According to the 
reports Iowa escaped serious loss from storms 
during the past year. The association will 
meet in Des Moines at the same time next 
year. 
++ ++ 

MAY MAKE HEADQUARTERS AT DES MOINES. 

State offices for the mutual insurance com- 
pany recently organized by the Iowa Imple- 
ment Dealers Association may be opened at 
Des Moines. At the meeting of the association 
to be held in Des Moines December 6, 7 and 8, 
this matter will be determined, with chances 
favoring the location of headquarters in the 
capital city, because of its central location. 





INDICTED ON THE GROUND OF FRAUD. 


Two Des Moines Insurance Men Charged With 
Sending in Bogus Applications for Hail In- 
surance and Collecting Commissions. 


Ralph Gibson and W. S. Miller, two Des 
Moines insurance men, have been arrested on 
indictments charging them with fraud against 
the Des Moines Mutual Hail Insurance Asso- 
ciation. Both have given bonds and have been 
It is alleged that Gibson and Miller 
were commissioned by the company to go into 
Chickasaw county for the purpose of soliciting 
applications for hail insurance, and that they 
turned in a number of applications for which 
policies were made out and commissions were 
received by them. The applications are al- 
leged to have been bogus and made out in 
names of persons who never ordered them or 
gave consent to an application. The men are 
charged with wilfully defrauding the company 
in this manner, receiving in the neighborhood 
of $50. They will be tried at Des Moines in 
the near future. 


released. 





QUESTION OF VERBAL AGREEMENT. 

The German American is being sued at 
Ulen, Minn. The company had a policy on 
a detached dwelling, the owner moving to 
a dwelling in a frame row, where the 
rate was increased about eight times. Dwell- 
ings are rated specifically in this town. 
The local agent claims that the assured told 
him that he was going to move and he was 
asked to bring in the policy with an additional 
premium and have it properly fixed up. Be- 
fore this was done the dwelling burned. The 
company has been sued, the assured claiming 
that he notified the agent verbally of the 
change and the agent accepted the new risk. 

++ at 
WILDCATS ON THE PIKE. 

It is claimed that wildcat companies have 
carried large lines on the Pike risks at the 
St. Louis Fair. The 10 percent rate required 
by the regular companies was not taken very 
kindly by the concessionairs, and it said that 
four or five concessions, aggregating about 
$300,000 insurance, is all that the regular com- 
panies carry on the Pike. The fire which de- 
stroyed the German village on the outside of 
the Fair disclosed that some of the business 
was carried by the wildcats, and, to judge from 
the correspondence between Editor Ried of the 
Insurance Leader, and Superintendent Yates of 
the Missouri department, the superintendent 
was very desirous not to do anything in the 
premises. 

ans ++ 
HAGGIN BRINGS SUIT AGAIN. 

Frank Haggin, avho recently dismissed his 
suit at Fort Dodge, Iowa, against the Ameri- 
can and Security, has now brought the suit 
at Boone. The suit is on policies of $1,200 
in the Security and $1,500 in the American 
on Haggin’s drug store, which was insured on 
August 18, 1903, and burned four days later. 
The case was tried once and the jury dis- 
agreed. The companies refused to pay the 
loss, as they considered it crooked and such 
of their evidence was introduced to prove that 
it was. 





The following have been elected officers of 
the Union of Buffalo: President, Joseph P. 
Dudley; vice-president, Alexander Martin; 
secretary, C. Lee Abell. 





LIFE INCURANGE CIRCLES. 


VREDENBURGH SEEKS 








INJUNCTIONS. 


Insurance Superintendent Would Tie Up Al- 
leged Reinsurance of Western Union 
Life by Two Other Concerns. 


Insurance Superintendent Vredenburgh has 
brought suit for a receiver for the Western 
Union Life and to restrain the Life Insurance 
Company of Pennsylvania from taking its 
assets outside of Illinois or reinsuring its 
business and to restrain the Marquette Mutual 
Life of Chicago from reinsuring risks of the 
Western Union. 

The bill in chancery was filed in the Cir- 
cuit court at Chicago on Friday by Fred H. 
Rowe, attorney for the insurance department. 
In the bill it is alleged that the Western Union 
Life is insolvent and that the interests of its 
policyholders demand that a receiver be ap- 
pointed to marshal and distribute its assets. 
On September 6 the business of the Western 
Union was reinsured in the Life Insurance 
Company of Pennsylvania. This company is 
not admitted to Illinois and the superintendent 
avers that the reinsurance was contrary to law, 
inasmuch as no meeting of the policyholders 
was held or called at which the matter of rein- 
suring was submitted to them for approval as 
the law provides shall be done. A copy of the 
reinsurance contract is added as an exhibit 
under which the Philadelphia concern takes 
over the business, but not the liabilities of the 
Western Union. The superintendent prays for 
the appointment of a receiver to hold the 
assets of the defunct concern, which he says 
are likely to be taken beyond the jurisdiction 
of the court. 

Concerning the Marquette Mutual, the 
superintendent says it is an Illinois corpora- 
tion, but he raises the same objection to its 
reinsuring Western Union business as in the 
case of the Pennsylvania Company, viz.: that 
no meeting of Western Union policyholders 
was held to ratify a reinsurance plan. 

It is altogether probable that the assets of 
the Western Union are already beyond the 
reach of Illinois courts unless through the 
intervention of Pennsylvania courts, as it is 
now more than two months since the deal 
went through and E. I. Rosenfeld of the Phila- 
delphia Company is said to have transferred 
the books and records to the East immediately. 
Of course, he may have left the cash in 
Chicago banks. 

Willis Palmer, secretary of the Marquette 
Mutual, while disclaiming knowledge of the 
suit on Saturday, said that the Marquette 
Mutual had not reinsured Western Union busi- 
ness. He said that the company had circu- 
larized a small proportion of that company’s 
policyholders and had taken over some of 
them individually under their old policies, pend- 
ing the issue of new policies of the Marquette 
Mutual to them. He denied that any rein- 
surance arrangement existed between the two 
companies, however. 

He said that directors of the Marquette 
Mutual had considered instituting a suit that 
would bring out the facts in this matter. It 
having been intimated that while the insurance 
department of Illinois was taking action to pre- 
vent the Life Insurance Company of Pennsyl- 
vania from reinsuring the Western Union busi- 
ness, it was permitting the Marquette Mutual 
to do this, in other words, that the Marquette 
was receiving some sort of protection from 
the department, the Marquette people desired 
an cpportunity to prove that the cases were 
entisely different, that their company was not 
reinsuring or attempting to reinsure that busi- 
ness and that therefore there was nothing of 
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which the department could take cognizance. 
It appears that the desired opportunity is now 
at hand. 





UNITED STATES LIFE BLOCKS DEARTH. 

Commissioner Dearth of Minnesota wanted 
to examine the United State Life, commission- 
ing Actuary Wolfe to do the work. The com- 
pany felt that another State should accept the 
report of the home State, and said to Com- 
missioner Dearth that unless he saw fit to 
accept the New York report it would retire 
from Minnesota, as it did not feel warranted in 
undergoing the expense of a Minnesota exam- 
ination. The company requested an immediate 
examination by New York and Minnesota de- 
cides to accept this. 





RECEIVER MAKES SERIOUS CHARGES. 


Claims That Funds of Continental Life of Des 
Moines Were Boldly Misused—Much 
Crookedness Is Alleged. 


More sensational charges have been brought 
to light in the affairs of the Continental Life 
Insurance Company in the courts at Des 
Moines, George M. Stearns, receiver for the 
company, in a report just filed with the court, 
states that the affairs of the company are in a 
precarious state, owing to the bold misuse of 
funds by the management. The receiver Claims 
there was a secret agreement by which B. Q 
Blanchard, president of the association, and 
J. M. Cline, secretary, were to resign and be 
paid $4,000 out of the funds of the company 

The report charges that Cline agreed to go 
before the grand jury and make startling dis- 
closures, and was advised not to by his attor- 
ney, who later came to Stearns and agreed 
to have Cline go before the grand jury and 
reveal the secrets, provided the receiver would 
accept $75. The money was accepted, so 
Stearns says, with full -knowledge that it was 
criminal to do so, but Cline’s part of the agree- 
ment was never carried out. This is the way 
Stearns accounts for the $75 which he was 
recently ordered by the court to account for 
the acceptance of. 

The receiver charges that the receipts of 
the company after December 1, 1903, were un- 
lawfully diverted under a secret agreement by 
the terms of which Blanchard and Cline were 
to resign, receive $4,000, and their successors 
he elected as designated by W. S. Richmond. 
The agreement further provided that it was 
Richmond’s intention to eventually transfer th 
membership of the company to the Fraternal 
Bond, of which J. M. Cline was to be elected 
president for six months, or until the agrec- 
ment as to the payment of the $4,000 was car 
ried out. The agreement was signed by Rich- 
mond, Cline and Blanchard. Miss Jennie Par- 
rott, stenographer and chief clerk of the com- 
pany, is named as a party to the agreement, re- 
ceiving and paying out monies under it, but 
she is completely exonerated by the receiver as 
acting merely as a clerk. 

The receiver says the attorney who 
approached him about the $75 promised to lay 
before him additional facts and papers if pay- 
ment of the money would be accepted. The 
receiver says he has paid the check for $75 into 
the United States court and that no settlement 
was made with Cline by its acceptance. Th 
receiver says he has knowledge that policies of 
the Continental Life were sent to the Fra- 
ternal Bond and new policies of a compat'y 
which had no existence were issued in their 
place. The amount to be paid Cline and 
Blanchard was said to be the sum they in- 
vested in the company. What could not he 
paid from receipts on hand was to be paid in 
monthly installments, not to exceed 50 percent 
of the gross income of the business on tlic 
books of the company. The case will now 
aired in the courts more fully and still furt! 
sensational developments are expected. 





CHICAGO LIFE MEN TO MEET. 

The November meeting of the Chicago Life 
Underwriters Association will be held the 20th 
at Kinsley’s. Assistant Secretary W. T. Hani- 
ilton of the Prudential will be in the city 
at that time and will give an address. 
Charles Dyer Norton of the Northwestern 
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Mutual will also give a talk. Another speaker 
who will be heard with interest is Henry C. 
Rathbone, whose subject will be “Abraham 
Lincoln.” He is a son of Major and Mrs. 
Rathbone, who were in the box with Lincoln 
when he was assassinated, The dinner will 
be of the Thanksgiving brand. 





REINSURANCE HAS BEEN DIVIDED UP. 


Royal Templars Goes to the American Tem- 
perance Life and the Life Insurance 
Company of Pennsylavnia. 


The counselor of the Royal Templars of 
Temperance, which went into the hands of a 
receiver, has advised the members to reinsure 
in the Life Insurance Company of Pennsyl- 
vania. This letter follows one issued by the 
same authority, in which he advised the mem- 
bers to go to the American Temperance Life 
of New York. Mr. Mills in his last circular 
says that the American Temperance Life re- 
fused under any terms to consider risks over 
sixty-five years. In an interview he states 
that the American Temperance Life will take 
those up to sixty-five, and the Life Insurance 
Company of Pennsylvania will take those above 
sixty-five. The members claim that the two 
circulars are not clear as to what the coun- 
selor advises. The two companies will each 
get a share of the business. 





THEY WANT THE RESERVE DIVIDED. 


P>licyholders of Mutual Reserve Fund Life 
Association Charge Discrimination and 
Want Their Money Back. 


An effort is being made by the Minnesota 
policyholders who have brought suit against 
the Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association 
on the charge that the association has discrim- 
inated between the members in making assess- 
ments, to carry the action from the State to the 
United States District Court. George H. Ran- 
ney, who is the plaintiff in one of the suits, 
has filed a motion in the district court at St. 
Paul asking that the case be taken to the Fed- 
eral court. 

Mr. Ranney and James H. Wood have 
brought actions against the association re- 
cently and both make practically the same 
charges. Mr, Ranney states in the complaint 
that he became a member of the association in 
i884, that five years later the association 
adopted a new table of rates, and that on Jan- 
ury I, 1904, a resolution was passed requiring 
all the members who joined the association 
before 1890 to pay assessments according to 
their attained ages, and those who became 
members after 1890 were to be assessed ac- 
cording to the ages at which they became mem- 
bers of the association. Mr. Ranney also 
charges that the company has accumulated a 
reserve fund not authorized by the constitu- 
tion, and he seeks his share, which he says is 


$2,888.10, 





WANT THE 1906 CONVENTION. 

The Life Underwriters Association of Des 
Moines is much encouraged in its campaign 
to secure the 1906 convention of the National 
issociation. Already association leaders are 
being solicited for their suppart. 

++ ae 
COLUMBIAN NATIONAL IN MISSOURI. 

Andrews & Willitts, fcrmerly with the 
Equitable at St. Louis, have been appointed 
managers of the Columbian National for St. 
louis and some surrounding territory. Several 
\ery prominent men of the city are slated as 

cal directors and it is expected that contracts 

ill he closed with them very shortly. When 

e St. Louis local directorate is settled, the 
mpany expects to open an office in Kansas 
City, where probably one or two directors will 
he selected, 

++ ++ 
GOOD REPORT ON CENTRAL LIFE. 
The Colorado department has just closed 
examination of the Central Life of Iowa, 
showing it to be in fine condition. The gain 
in assets from the first of the year to No- 





vember 1 shows an increase of over 40 per- 
cent. The report states that the officers should 
be congratulated on the excellent record made. 
The income up to November 1 was $229,229. 
Disbursements were $125,194. ‘The report says 
the company is conservatively managed and 
the salaries are reasonable. 
++ ++ 
TWO BILLION MARK SET FOR NEXT YEAR. 

President McCall of the New York Life 
said at a recent luncheon in Cincinnati: 

“We shall celebrate next year the sixtieth 
anniversary of the company. I hope on that 
date to report that we have reached two 
billions of insurance in force; that we have 
one million policies in force, and that we have 
secured one hundred millions in premium and 
other income.” 





DRANK ONLY ONE BEER AT A TIE. 


His Wife Thought He Was Insurable, But the 
Yeomen Contend There Was Not Time 
Enough Between Drinks. 


May an insurance agent recommend insur- 
ance for her husband when she knows he is in 
the habit of getting drunk, is the novel ques- 
tion raised recently in Iowa. The Yeoman 
lodge is resisting the payment of a death claim 
on this ground and has asked the Supreme 
court for relief. 

A “homestead” of the insurance society was 
organized at Bertram, Iowa, and Mrs. Ella 
Knapp was made secretary and local deputy. 
She wrote a policy for her husband, Frank 
Knapp, a prosperous merchant, and a year later 
he went to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, got drunk, 
tried to steal a ride home on a freight train, 
fell off and was killed. The lower court gave 
a judgment for almost a thousand dollars. The 
lodge claims in appealing the case that the 
woman certified that her husband only drank 
beer, and one glass at a time, and was never 
intoxicated, whereas, it has developed that he 
drank many glasses of beer and got very drunk, 
and the lodge contends that his wife must 
have known it when she wrote the policy. The 
court is asked to overrule the verdict on this 
ground. 





MUTUAL OF ILLINOIS DEVELOPING AGENCIES. 

General Manager W. R. Payne of the 
Mutual Life of Illinois is spending most of his 
time in the field at present appointing agents 
and visiting and assisting those already ap- 
pointed. He is devoting most of his attention 
to territory west of Illinois. The company 


has not yet done much work in Ohio, Busi- 
ness is coming in very satisfactorily. 
a+ a 
TASNEY’S NARROW ESCAPE. 
Fred W. Tasney, manager of ordinary 


agencies of the Prudential for the western de- 
partment, was in Chicago last week and came 
near being in a hospital this week. The car- 
riage in which he was going to a depot collided 
with a cable train and he was thrown out. He 
lighted on his feet, got another carriage and 
made his train, but his personal effects were 
strewn along Wabash avenue. 

+e +e 

DOUBLES THE ILLINOIS BUSINESS. 

Ira A. Fisher of Peoria, Ill., state agent of 
the Travelers, has doubled the business of the 
company in his field since he assumed charge. 

+t ++ 
ROUNDERS ON THEIR ROUNDS. 

Some of the Chicago life offices are now re- 
ceiving visits from men who want to go to 
work, They are not looking for agent’s con- 
tracts so much as for advances. Some of 
them appear to think that general agents are 
now intent upon making a whirlwind finish 


FREE TO LIFE AGENTS 


Book of Views of California and Semi-trop- 
ical America may be had by addressing 
CONSERVATIVE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, LOS 
ANGELES, CAL. This should be of special 
interest to field men contemplating a milder 
climate for their wiuter’s work. 








under the spur of bonuses and are ready to 
make almost any kind of an inducement to 
get a man to write business. They steer clear 
of some of the older general agents who have 
a reputation for not being taken in easily, but 
some of the younger officers see them quite 
numerously. 
7 


WILL USE THE REFERENDUM. 

The Catholic Knights of Illinois, at their 
recent convention at Belleville, discussed the 
matter of changing rates. Power is given 
the supreme officers to change the rates when 
necessary, but they desired to have an ex 
pression from the membership and it will be 
referred to the several branches for vote. 

+e ++ 
NEW OFFICERS OF GERMAN MUTUAL. 

Christopher Stifel, who died a few weeks 
ago, is succeeded as president of the German 
Mutual Life of St. Louis by Nicholas Guer- 
dan, vice-president 1898. William C. 
Uhri becomes vice-president. The German 
Mutual Life is an ultra-conseryative company, 
and is the oldest life company in Missouri, 
and the second oldest in the West. An effort 
has been made to get the officers of the com- 
pany to depart from the beaten path and go 
into active competition for new business, but 
these efforts have been discouraged, and it is 
thought the company will be run by the new 
management on the old plan, with each year 
showing a very small amount of new business 

++ ++ 


since 


WILL RECOMMEND CHANGE IN TAX LAWS. 
Commissioner Host of Wisconsin proposes 
to recommend to the coming legislature a com- 
plete reorganization of the methods of taxing 
life insurance companies in that State. No 
details have yet been given out, but the com- 
missioner is satisfied that under the present 
laws too much of the burden falls upon the 
Northwestern Mutual. It is understood that 
his proposed plan will reduce the taxes of 
that company, increase that of outside com- 
panies, and perhaps make a distinction between 
stock and mutual companies. 
++ ++ 
NOT PLEASANT TO THE MANAGER. 
Local Manager G. E. Vredenberg, Assistant 
Manager John J. Howlett, and the six agents 


of the Columbian National Life Insurance 


* Company of this city have severed their con- 


nection with that company. One of the agents 
claimed that the reason for this wholesale res- 
ignation was a notice received by the local 
manager from,the home office, announcing 
that the home office expected more business 
from this district. They claimed that this was 
not pleasant to the manager, who thought he 
had been doing well, and he resigned and they 
all followed him. The local manager, his as- 
sistant and the six agents have entered the 
employ of another company.—Gloucester 
(Mass.) Times. 
+ ++ 
VICE-PRESIDENT ESTEE I$ DINED. 

James B. Estee, second vice-president of the 
National Life of Vermont, was given a dinner 
at the Hotel Pfister in Milwaukee last week 
by a number of the representatives of the 
company in the Wisconsin field. B. H. Brig- 
ham, the Wisconsin office manager and cashier, 
presided, and was followed by Mr. Estee, who 
delivered an instructive address. Among the 
Wisconsin representatives present were M. 
Clifford, Stevents Point; L. D. Sampson, Lake 
Geneva; S. D. Boreham and E. S. Hotaling, 
Fond du Lac; J. C. Camp, M. W. Weber, 
O. A. Osborn and O. A. Alberts, Milwaukee. 
Mr. Estee was formerly a resident of Milwau- 
kee, and this is his first visit to the city since 
his removal to Montpelier. 

Saad + 

MACCABEES ORGANIZING AN OPPOSITION. 

Maccabees in various parts of the country 
are forming organizations to fight the increase 
in rates decided upon by the supreme tent in 
July ard to demand certain changes in the 
representation in the supreme tent and in 
some of the rules concerning the administra- 
tion of the order. Ohio already has such an 
organization, as noted in these columns re- 
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cently. Some of the Indiana tents have been 
requested to enter such a movement. The 
tent at Kansas City, Kan., has organized on 
these lines, and it is stated that Topeka Mac- 
cabees may take similar action. 
+H ++ 
ASKS FOR A NEW TRIAL. 

Mrs. Sarah McCorkhill, who brought suit 
against the Modern Woodmen at Anderson, 
Ind., to prevent the order from paying $1,000 
under her son’s policy to his widow, on the 
ground that she paid the premiums and the 
transfer of the policy to her daughter-in-law 
was without her knowledge, has asked for a 
new trial. The jury decided against her on 
the first trial. 





LIFE NOTES. 

The Life Underwriters Association of Bing- 
hampton, N. Y., held its annual banquet last 
week. 

Hon. Henry Bohl is spoken of for mayor 
of Columbus, Ohio. Hundreds of life insur- 
ance men know him. 

The New York Life’s October business was 
$38,000,000, which was $4,000,000 in excess of 
the same month last year. 

A. J. Beal, formerly with the Prudential 
at Fort Wayne, has gone with the John Han- 


cock in northeastern Ohio. 
The 1,200 members of the Court of Honor 
at Rock Island, Ill, and vicinity have pro 


tested against the proposed increase in rates. 

lhe Grand Rapids Life Underwriters Asso- 
ciation held its second annual banquet at the 
Hotel Pantlind, Monday evening, November 21. 

J. R. Hickman, formerly of East Liverpool, 
O., has become manager of the Washington 
Life for a district with headquarters at Mead- 
ville, Pa. 

William FE. Moore has taken charge of the 
reorganized New Mexico and Arizona depart- 
ment of the New York Life with headquarters 
at Albuquerque. 

lhe Bankers Life of Des Moines expects to 
write about $3,000,000 more business this year 
than last, making the new business for the 
year about $32,000,coo, 

The National Life, U. S. A., has entered 
Arkansas, Fred H. Marshall, formerly city 
manager of the Penn Mutual at Little Rock, 
securing the company. 

The Life Underwriters Association of 
Rochester, N. Y., held a meeting 1 few even- 
President F. E. McMutlen presid- 
Several talks were given. A prize in 


ngs ago, 


ing. 





the way of a loving cup has been given tlie 
association for the best essay on a subject to 
be announced later. 

A. J. Norton of Salem, Mass., succeeds 
Joseph Jacobs as superintendent of the Metro- 
politan at Huntington, W. Va. Mr. Jacobs is 
transferred to Ottawa, IIL. 

Manager F. C. Chapman of the A®tna Life 
at Cleveland, Ohio, is at least 15 percent ahead 
of last year in paid-for business, and expects 
to end the year in a satisfactory manner. 

C. B. Hoskins, general agent of the A®tna 
Life at Knoxville, Tenn., committed suicide 
Sunday night. He left a statement that he 
was in debt $10,000 to the company and others. 


Henry Hohenstein and H. J. Mitchell of 
Cincinnati appear this month in the list of 
leaders among Travelers agents. This is the 
first time Cincinnati has ever been represented 
in that list. 

Seventeen hundred members of the Old 
Wayne Mutual Life, in person or by proxy, 
last week voted to have the business trans- 
ferred to the Indiana Mutual Life, which was 
organized to take it over. 

The New York Life is contesting the claim 
of Wm. McGregor of Birch Run, Mich., for 
$5,000 under the policy of his wife, who is 
claimed to have died of consumption within 
a year of taking the policy. 

William L. Sherrill of Chicago, who re- 
cently resigned as agency supervisor of the 
Des Moines Life, has gone with the Equitable 
of New York in Chicago, under Howard H. 
Hoyt, western superintendent. 

At a meeting of the Life Underwriters As- 
sociation of St. Louis, an invitation was ex- 
tended to President Dolph and Vice-President 
Courtney of the National Association to at- 
tend the January meeting and make addresses. 

The Massachusetts departinent has made a 
demand on the Mutual Reserve Life of New 
York for an examination. As the company 
only does a small business in Massachusetts at 
the present time, it will retire from the State 
rather than submit to the expense of an exarni- 
nation. 





The Union Fire of Buffalo has increased 
its capital to $200,000 and has $105,000 net 
surplus, 





Powel Crosley won his suit against the 
Dutch Underwriters under a policy for $10,000 
on the Pike building at Cincinnati. Liability 
was denied on the ground that the under- 
writers did not get the advanced rate paid 
the Warranty Company. 





TO BOND MEN 


THE MIDDLESEX BANKING COMPANY 


of MIDDLETOWN, 


30th YEAR OF BUSINESS 


CONNECTICUT 
ASSETS, $6,767,338.32 


TWENTY-FIVE MILLIONS OF ITS SECURITIES MATURED AND PAID 
UNDER STATE SUPERVISION 


Now offers its 10 year 44 per cent 


PARTICIPATING COLD BONDS 


INTEREST PAYABLE ANNUALLY 


a 


The Maturity Value of these Bonds is $200.00 and upwards. 


Annual payment 10 per cent of Maturity Value of Bond. 
Payments may be made aunually, semi-annually, quarterly 


or monthly. 


CENERAL, SPECIAL and LOCAL ACENTS 


$2,500 to $7,000 paid to traveling special agents. The 
record of the Middlesex Banking Company in the field of 
participating investment bonds has never been equaled. 
Address all cummunications to 


MIDDLESEX SECURITIES COMPANY 


52 Broadway - - 


- NEW YORK 








AMONG THE CASUALTY MEN 


MAY TAKE UP CREDIT UNDERWRITING. 








Three or Four Miscellaneous Companies Are 
Gathering Information About This Lim- 
ited Branch of Insurance. 


Some three or four casualty and miscel- 
laneous companies are thinking of taking up 
credit insurance. The London Guarantee has 
been securing data on this line and may de- 
cide to issue policies of this character. The 
Casualty Company of America under its char- 
ter can write credit insurance but has not 
taken advantage of it. One of the bonding 
companies is also said to be thinking of enter- 
ing this line. Only two companies are writing 
credit insurance to any great extent, they being 
the American Credit Indemnity and the Ocean 
Accident. The Philadelphia Casualty write 
this policy for another association. 

One of the developments in credit insurance 
has been the higher premium charged on ac- 
count of the assured beating down the com 
panies on the initial loss. The tendency of 
the assured is to get as small an initial loss 
as possible. ‘This has forced the companies to 
increase the premium. If more companies 
enter the business there will likely be an 
agreement reached whereby the initial loss can 
be increased and the premium decreased. 





AMERICAN FIDELITY ENTERS ILLINOIS. 
The American Fidelity Company of Mont- 
pelier, Vt., has been admitted to Illinois to 
do a surety, liability, personal accident, health 


and burglary business. Holmes, Martin & 
Co. of Chicago are the general agents. 
+ -~ 


TRAVELERS FINE OHIO RECORD. 

The Travelers is making a great record in 
Ohio this year in its accident department. 
Up to October 1 it showed a gain of about 
$27,000 in accident premiums over last year. 
Supervisor Boldman expects to make a net 
increase af about $55,000 in accident premiums 
in the State during 1904. 

++ ++ 
BONDS FOR OHIO STATE DEPOSITORIES. 

A form of bond to be given by banks that 
have been designated as depositories of state 
funds is being prepared by the attorney-gen- 
eral of Ohio, Most of them will give surety 
company bonds, as they do not care to place 
securities in the hands of the state treasurer 
where the courts have decided they can be 
taxed in Franklin county. The bonds will 
be for something more than the amounts that 
are to be deposited, as they must include in 
terest also. This will be a good lot of busi- 
ness for the surety companies. 

Sa ~~ 

SHERRILL & KNIGHT'S CONNECTION CEASES. 

Sherrill & Knight of Chicago, who were 
recently appointed Illinois state agents of the 
Metropolitan Plate Glass & Casualty’s acci 
dent department, have quit the field. 

+ + 
HEAVY JUDGMENT FOR INJURIES. 

The second largest award by jury ever given 
in Indiana was made the other day to a 
laborer formerly employed at the Highland 
Iron & Steel Company at Terre Haute. A 
car of hot iron bars was overturned upon 
the man, causing injuries from which it took 
eighteen months to recover, leaving the ribs 
and spinal column exposed and permanently 
crippling him. He sued for $50,000 and 
covered $16,500. 

+ ~~ 

BONDING COMPANY REPORTS GOOD YEAR. 

The United States Fidelity & Guaranty Com- 
pany reports an excellent year. The volume of 
business is well ahead of that of last year and 
economy has been made prominent in the c 
duct both of the field and the home offic 
This, together with a close scrutiny of bond 
offerings, will result that the company will 
show a decrease in loss and expense ratios and 
an increase in surplus. This increase in sut- 
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plus, after paying a dividend of 7 per cent, 
has had a good effect on the market value of 
the stock, which has recently advanced $16 a 
share. 

The company reports excellent results from 
the organization of the Auditing & Adjusting 
Company of New York by eight companies, of 
which it is one, in the way of better mainte- 
nance of rates, correction of abuses and elim- 
ination of the practice of stealing agents. 

ad ~> 

WILL FURTHER CONSIDER NATIONAL BODY. 

The various casualty and miscellaneous com- 
panies will hold another meeting in New York 
on December 8, for the purpose of further 
discussing the organization of a National as- 
sociation, embracing the various lines of mis- 
cellaneous underwriting. 





TO INCREASE POLICY RESTRICTIONS. 





Iowa State Traveling Men’s Association Will 
Consider Amendments Materially Limit- 
ing the Organization’s Liability. 


The Iowa State Traveling Men’s Associa- 
tion will hold its annual meeting at Des Moines, 
Saturday, December 3, at which numerous im- 
portant amendments to the articles of incor- 
poration and by-laws will be considered. Re- 
ports will be submitted by officers showing 
that the affairs of the organization were never 
in a more flourishing condition. 

The officers of the association will recom- 
mend amendments which will relieve it from 
liability for any death resulting from an acci- 
dent occasioned by reason of an altercation or 
street brawl provoked by the member, or for 
any injury received while violating the law, or 
resulting from the discharge of firearms where 
there is no eye witness; or from apoplexy or 
heart failure caused by accidental injury, or 
death resulting from the inhalation of illumina- 
ating gas or poison taken internally. An 
amendment is also proposed which will exclude 
from being voted upon the name of any candi- 
date proposed, except by unanimous consent 
of all present at the time the election of an 
officer is held. Another amendment is pro- 
posed in the provision that it be expressly un- 
derstood that the association may cause all 
proper investigation to be made into the cause 
of injury of any member, including medical 
and post mortem examinations, without waiv- 
ing any rights under its constitution, 





GOES WITH EMPLOYERS LIABILITY. 

Arthur Bradley, for the last two years city 
supervisor in the Ohio general agency of the 
State Mutual Life at Cleveland, has recently 
connected himself with Robert H. Clark, gen- 
eral agent of the Employers Liability, and has 
moved to the office of that company in the 
Clark building, 208 Superior street. Mr. Brad- 
ley still retains relations with the State Mu- 
tual in the capacity of special agent, but will 
devote much of his time hereafter to 
employers liability insurance. 

~~ + 
GO TO AMERICAN FIDELITY. 

Long & Cloud have been appointed general 
gents of the American Fidelity Company of 
iontpelier for New York and New Jersey. 
ie firm consists of Myron C. Long, formerly 
nager of the personal accident, health and 
‘stallment department of the Casualty Com- 
ny of America, and J. G. Cloud, manager 

the New York city liability and steam 
ler department of the same company. 

Cal ~~ ‘ 

DISCONTINUES CENTRAL DEPARTMENT. 

(he central department of the United States 
lelity & Guaranty, hitherto under the gen- 

| supervision of George W. Pangborn at 

ianapolis, has heen discontinued, and the 

its in Ohio, Indiana, Illincis and Michigan, 
merly in this territory, will hereafter report 
ectly to the home office. The change took 

‘t November 15. Mare Hubbert will re- 

at Indianapolis and travel from there as 

ial agent, supervising agencies, adjusting 

ns and doing other field work. Robert 
/ner & Co. have taken over the agency and 





representation of the company at Indianapolis 
and the local territory contiguous to that city. 





LEG BROKEN IN THE WRONG PLACE. 


Therefore Peterson Cannot Recover Indemnity 
Under His Accident Policy, Whose 
Terms Were Explicit. 


The Modern Brotherhood of America has 
secured the reversal of a case in the Iowa 
Supreme court after a hard fought battle. The 
claim involved was only $100, judgment for 
which was entered by the lower court in favor 
of Malcolm Peterson of Calhoun county for a 
broken leg. 

Peterson held a $1,000 certificate which pro- 
vided that for accidental breaking of a leg 
he should receive one-tenth of the amount of 
the certificate. The order resisted the judg- 
ment on the ground that the leg was not 
broken in the manner provided by the policy, 
“the breaking of the shaft of the thigh bone 
between the hip and the knee joints or the 
breaking of the shafts of both sides between 
the knee and ankle joints.” It was shown that 
Peterson broke the fibula above the joint, but 
there was not a breaking of the shafts of both 
bones. 





WILL REDUCE LIMIT OF INDEMNITY. 


Companies Writing Health Insurance to Make 
Maximum Time of Weekly Bene- 
fits Twenty-six Weeks. 


The companies belonging to the Interna- 
tional Association of Accident Underwriters 
will put into effect on January 1 the reduc- 
tion of health benefits to a limit of twenty- 
six weeks. Most companies in the keen com- 
petitive movement increased this limit to fifty- 
two weeks. There is a desire to get health 
insurance on a more profitable business and 
eliminate some of the fancy trimmings. In 
time it is proposed to take further action 
toward revising health contracts. 

In due season the accident contracts will be 
considered and the executive committee of the 
2ssociation will recommend changes in them. 
Some companies are now placing the limit of 
indemnity at 200 weeks instead of fifty-two, as 
in other days. The beneficiary feature and 
others can well be eliminated, 





STOCKMENS INDEMNITY QUITS. 

The Stockmens Indemnity Company of 
Jackson, Mich., is going into voluntary disso- 
lution, The company has been fairly prosper- 
ous but it found one State too small for its 
operations, and, being unable to gain admis- 
sion to Pennsylvania, it concluded to have a 
receiver appointed, and the court named 
Benjamin Williams. As its affairs were in 
good shape, the dissolution causes no loss to 
members. 

a 7 
SECRETARY DISAPPEARS. 

Edward J. Franklin, secretary of the Marion 
(Ind.) Savifgs & Loan Company, has disap- 
peared and an auditing committee is going 
over the books of this company and also of 
the Union Investment Company, of which he 
was secretary-treasurer. The companies are 
protected by a bonding company. Franklin 
was also representing the Continental Insur- 
ance Company, and a special accountant is 
going over the books. 





CASUALTY NOTES. 

The United States Casualty will 
physicians’ liability policy. 

Fred S. James & Co. of Chicago, who have 
had the local agency of the Maryland Casualty 
for over a year, have resigned it. 

The officials of the plate glass companies 
are making progress in forming a compact 
which will cover the entire country. 

The Fidelity & Casualty and the Physicians 
Defence Company of Ft. Wayne are co-de- 
fendants in a $10,000 malpractice suit in Leach 
versus Willien at Terre Hante, Ind. The suit 


issue a 





was precipitated by the doctor’s securing judg 
ment for services, 

William A. Boettger, chief clerk of the 
motive power department of the Chicago & 
Alton, at Bloomington, IIL, has resigned, to 
handle the railway installment business of the 
Pacific Mutual on that line, under Manager 
D. M. Baker at Chicago. 

W. W. Symington has not been elected as 
secretary of the United States Fidelity & 
Guaranty, as announced, but will continue to 
be assistant secretary and superintendent of 
the fidelity department. Vice-President George 
R. Callis continues as secretary-treasurer. 

Judge Kinne of Ann Arbor has appointed 
John R. Miner as receiver for the Ann Arbor 
Sick & Accident Benefit Association, in accord 
ance with the wishes of the state attorney-gen- 
eral, who charges that the officers are not 
observing the state law. He asks that its 
affairs be wound up and its charter revoked. 





PRES ALEXANDER’S PAPER. 
(Continued from Page 6.) 
ally form the company and assure an- 
other, and the officers and directors simply 
form the organization and manage the busi- 
ness for the policyholders, and after the neces- 
sary expenses are paid, everything else be- 
longs to and reaches the policyholders, in the 
shape of dividends or profits, death claims, 
matured endowments, and surrender values. 
a a 


one 


“As has been said, such important interests 
ought to be carefully watched and protected, 
but anything further than such watchfulness 
and protection attacks the best interests of the 
people. You cannot restrict the company with- 
out hampering its policyholders; you cannot 
tie the hands of the one and give freedom to 
the other. If you strike at the company you 
are likely to wound the policyholder. You 
cannot put burdens on the company that the 
policyholder will not have to bear. You can- 
not make laws that increase the expense of 
managing the business of the company with- 
out making the policyholder pay for it. A 
law which proves a hardship to the company 
with the idea of granting a benefit to the 
policyholder is sure to be foolish and ill 
advised. 

2s * 

“One of the worst forms of this danger is 
the tendency to tax the life assurance business. 
One of the elementary principles of taxation is 
that it should not be made a needless burden 
to those who are taxed, and that thrift should 
be encouraged rather than penalized. There 
are perhaps 3,200,000 persons holding policies 
of ‘life assurance in the United States, and 
this army is being increased annually at the 
rate of 330,000 persons. Each of these persons 
represents a family of four or five. All these 
people are vitally interested in securing them- 
selves against taxation upon their savings 
which they choose to put into the form of life 
assurance. If these millions of people were 
one and all awake to the fact that legislatures 
are annually taking away a part of their money 
by taxation, and thereby reducing the  so- 
called ‘profits’ (really savings), they could 
easily see to it that their reasonable privileges 
were protected, It is so easy to seize upon a 
portion of a life assurance company’s income 
to pay governmental expenses, that legislators 
do not always stop to reason deliberately upon 
the ethics of the transaction. Luxuries, pro- 
prietary earnings, imported manufactures, and 
other legitimate objects of taxation may be 
made the wise means of creating revenue for 
municipal purposes; but to tax life assurance 
is to arrest the progress of the very instru- 
mentality which builds up the community and 
makes it productive. Life assurance is one of 
the most efficient aids to good government, in 
preventing poverty—not to speak of pau- 
perism; in relieving the State from the ex- 
pense of taking care of those who will not 
take care of themselves; and in building up 
that general average prosperity which makes a 
community self-sustaining, and, indeed, pro 
ductive. 

a * + 

“No enlightened person advocates the taxing 
of savings bank deposits. Why should they 
advocate the taxing of life assurance com- 
panies? Of course it is very tempting and very 
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easy to tax all this money, but who suffers by 
it, and is this taxaton just? How many of the 
legislators who pass tax laws are policy- 
holders in the various companies. Certainly 
half—probably three-quarters. But would they 
vote so lightly for these measures if they 
knew that they took money out of their own 
pocket? A life assurance company may be re- 
garded as a breeder of taxable property. 
When money is drawn from the savings bank 
it is usually spent. Assurance money is neces- 
sarily accumulated, and when paid at maturity 
is often invested in a home, or in other prop- 
erty that can be appropriately taxed. Cer- 
tainly life assurance is one of the chief means 
by which men become prosperous, And when 
men become prosperous they acquire material 
possessions and become liberal taxpayers, 
where otherwise the tendency would be to 
make them expensive charges upon the State. 
How then are governments and legislators to 
know how to proceed? By studying the sub- 
ject, getting the right point of view, and clearly 
grasping the fact that the policyholders make 
and are substantially the proprietors of the 
company and not its bond servants. 
o.-a-s 


“In this connection economists should not 
overlook the fact that the vast accumulations 
of the life assurance companies are reservoirs 
of financial aid to the people at large. The 
money paid in immediately finds its way back 
to the public in the shape of loans on bond 
and mortgage and capital for various useful 
public activities, Life assurance first provides 
the machinery for husbanding savings and dis- 
tributing the same in the most salutary manner, 
and next and coincidently provides the ma- 
chinery for the temporary use of capital on 
wholesome terms by those whose employment 
of it conduces in the highest degree to the 
general welfare of the public. 

* x * 

“Another class of injuries to the best inter- 
ests of life assurance is ill-judged legislation 
on the scientific phases of the business, and 
the misuse of power by state officials charged 
with the supervision of life assurance com- 
panies. Most of the States now have depart- 
ments of insurance with a superintendent at 
the head of each. Following the example of 
Massachusetts, the first State to systematize 
legal supervision, the insurance superintendent 
is given in each State almost arbitrary powers. 
It is he who decides whether a company shall 
be admitted to transact business, and whether 
its license shall be renewed or canceled. He 
may penetrate into its innermost management, 
and expose to public view its private affairs, 
colored according to his sense of justice or 
lack of discretion. Such power is, of course, 
fraught with danger, and it is a fair question 
whether it should not be guarded by the right 
of the injured party, in certain cases, to appeal 
to the courts for protection. There have been 
instances of gross misuse of this power, but it 
is creditable to the character of American 
officeholders in general that these instances 
have been few, and that the greater number 
of state insurance officials have conducted their 
departments with a high regard for what is 
right and just. 

* * * 

“Tt is not possible to amplify these points in 

a brief paper, but they are susceptible of being 
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elaborated so that successful attack upon the 
principles suggested would be practically im- 
possible. The object of the present paper is 
to urge greater study and more active attention 
upon the thinking portion of the community. 

* * * 

“So far as the duty of those managing the 
life assurance companies is concerned, it is a 
fact that the conduct of this noble business has 
been greatly improved in its character during 
the past few years. The internal management 
(financial, mathematical, executive) is not here 
referred to, because the companies have been 
handled with a high degree of skill and in- 
tegrity. But there was a time when the inevi- 
table competition among the various companies 
evolved practices among agents in.the field 
more or less questionable. All this is disap- 
pearing. Many of the most important men in 
the country are giving thought to the advance- 
ment of the cause of life assurance in general, 
and to the particular institutions with which 
some of them are connected. Numbers of 
those who are responsible for the management 
of these institutions have been giving study to 
the question as to how the administration of 
their affairs can be put and kept on the highest 
plane. As a result, the companies are coming 
much nearer together. What has been repre- 
hensible in competition is being gradually and 
steadily eliminated. Broad-minded men at the 
head of these concerns are instructing their 
agents to advocate life assurance in general 
and their own respective companies in par- 
ticular, and while doing so to raise the general 
standard of credit by refraining from reflec- 
tions upon their competitors. With the elim- 
ination of the bitterness engendered by such 
practices, mutual confidence has been encour- 
aged, and mutual benefits secured. 

+ * * 

“All the signs point to great improvement 
in the conditions governing the development of 
this beneficent scheme. The active aid, there- 
fore, of the holders of policies and of all influ- 
ential men concerned in the welfare of our 
country should be contributed to the safe- 
guarding and protection of an agency second 
to none for the benefit of America and its 
citizens.” 
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ma ‘“‘CAREERS FOR THE 
=i COMING MEN,” by 
Hon. John F. Dryden. 
It is a practical discus- 
sion of the opportunities 
offered in the field of 
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mond; L. J. Giess, Fort Wayne: J. A. Gerster, 
Elkhart. 


N. W. Natl.—G. E. Crane. Indianapolis. 
Security Mut.—C. W. Miller, Bloomington. 


MISSOURI. 
Amer. Cent.—Wm. F. Brendlinger, Pierce City. 
itna—L. R. Kantz, Hamilton. 
Bankers, Ia.—W. H. Conant, Lamar. 


Illinois—Martin L, 
Brink, St. Louis. 
Interstate—J. 


Gentry, Neosho: Geo. A. 


Max Brown, Centralia; James 


Noonan, St. Joseph. 


The Massachusetts 
Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
INCORPORATED 1851 








Assets, January 1, 1904, $33,590,999 
Liabilities, $30,943,508 
Surplus, $2,647,491. 

Definite paid-up and cash surrender values 
written in every policy 

JOHN A. HALL, President 
HENRY M. PHILLIPS, Vice-President 


en 
CINCINNATI OFFICE: 201 Johaston Building. 
CHICAGO OFPICE: 316 Merchants’ Loan & Trust Building, 
L. Brackett Bishop, Mgr. 














THE COLUMBIAN 
NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


BOSTON, riASS. 


Incorporated under the 
laws of Massachusetts 








PERCY PARKER, - - - - 
Cc. V. FORNES. New ¥ : 
WM. BUTLER WOODBRIDGE, Boston Vice-Pres. 
GEO. H. HOLT, Chicago - ) 


President 























November 24, 1904. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 


19 








THE PACIFIC 
MUTUAL 


OF CALIFORNIA 
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Hartford Life Insurance 
Company, 
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Mut. Reserve—C. EB. Swink, Poplar Bluff. 


Mutual, N. Y.—D. M. Jennings, Centralia. 
National, Vt.—Albert C. Chadwick, Webb City; 


James F. Hawkins, Kennett. 

New York—Thomas M. Bentley, Salisbury; 
Norris W. Edwards, New Franklin; Gustav 
Cytron, St. Louis. 
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Wagner, Jefferson City. 

United States—William E. Brown, St. Louis. 

MINNESOTA. 
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New York—S. W. 


apolis. 
Kieffer, Wabasha. 
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St. Paul. 





WISCONSIN. 
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Mutual, N. Y.—George P. Smith, Ellsworth. 
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W. Mut.—J. E. Hawley, Stockbridge; John 
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Richard Beger, Fredonia; W. A. Brown, West- 
field: Andrew Lilley, Baraboo; Henry R. Nebel. 
La Crosse; C. C. Fuller, Necedah; Harwood V. 
Page, Prairie du Sac; T. P. Rierdon, Hickory; 


J. M. Zahorik, Coleman; Ethel M. Bennett, Pe- 
waukee; H. R. Messer, Laona; Peter Ackerman, 
Superior. 
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Nat. Protective—S. 
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